Read Me for Joseph Rabinowitz” Writings
By Jorge Quifionez (Sept. 1, 2005; Updated Aug. 8, 2006)

Included in this PDF file is a collection of Joseph Rabinowitz (hereafter R) principal
Hebrew writings and along with translations by others. Those who want a complete
bibliography and biography are referred to the Kai Kjar-Hansen’s work.'

The following is included in this collection (in order):

1) Tefila (R’s congregational prayer book) along with an English translation edited
by Jorge Quifidnez (81 pages).

2) R’s Passover/Easter Service including a complete English translation (10 pages).’

3) A collection of articles from Peculiar People that include English translations of
part of Tefila, an introduction on R by Deliztsch and R’s own autobiography, and
R’s view on Zionism (26 pages).”

4) English translations by James Adler and others of some of R’s sermons and
liturgical material from Tefila (45 pages).’

5) A tract of two sermons in Hebrew (9 pages).®

6) R’s Hebrew sermon anthology, Devarim Nekhumim (94 pages).’

7) R’s dialogue between two Jews in English (17 pages).® [NEW Aug. 8, 2006]

My thanks to Kai Kjaer-Hansen for supplying me with copies of Tefila and Devarim
Nekhumim.

! Kai Kjer-Hansen, Joseph Rabinowitz and the Messianic Movement (Grand Rapids, Michigan:
Eerdmans/Handsel, 1995).

? Joseph Rabinowitz, Tefila ve-Tkarei Emuna le-Benei Berit ha-Khadasha (Kishinev, 1892); Jorge
Quiidénez (ed.), Prayers and Principles of Faith of the Children of Isra’el of the New Covenant [transcribed
ed.] (San Diego, 1898).

? The Hebrew text is from: Franz Delitzsch (ed.), Documente der national-jiidischen christgliubigen
Bewegung in Siidrussland (Erlangen, 1884), XVIII-XXII; The English translation is from: G. Frohwein, “A
Hebrew Christian Haggada of the Nineteenth Century,” Hebrew Christian 28:1 (Spring 1955), 20-24.

*«“A Jewish Christian Confession of Faith,” The Peculiar People [PP] 2:10 (Jan 1890), 232-39; “Joseph
Rabbinowitsch,” PP 10:11 (Feb 1898), 242-57; “Joseph Rabinowitz on Zionism,” PP 10:12 (Mar 1898),
287-88.

> James Adler (translator & ed.), Articles, Creeds, and Form of Worship of Joseph Rabinowitch and the
Sons of the New Covenant (London: Shaw and Wheeler, 1885); J. Adler (translator & ed.), Mr. Joseph
Rabinowitz’s Sermons and Addresses (London, 1887?); “Sermon by Mr. Rabinovitz,” Jewish Intelligence
(July 1886), 120-121.

® J. Rabinowitz, Lekhu u-neshuva / Zwei Predigten in dem Gotteshause Bethlehem in Kischinew [from
Hosea 6:1], Series- Schriften des Institutum Judaicum in Leipzig Number 9 (Leipzig: Dorffling & Franke,
1885).

" J. Rabinowitz, Devarim Nekhumim (Kishinev, 1897).

¥ Joseph Rabinowitz, What is an Israelite of the New Convenant? (London, 1895).



README FILE (MARCH 22, 2005)

This is Joseph Rabinowitz's prayerbook, haTefilah, which I obtained from

Dr. Kai Kjaer-Hansen of Denmark in the late 1990s. I took the trouble back then of
retyping it into the computer. Since then, I lost the original Word file (I didn't back-up
my data). I only had a hard copy (a print out) that I scanned in today as a pdf file on Mac
OS X using GraphicConverter, a Brother 9700 multifunction device, my iBook G4, and
Mac OS X (10.3.8).

haTefilah while based largely on the Hebrew translation of the Anglican prayer-book
from the mid-19th century is still an example of one of the first liturgical attempts by a

Jewish believer in Yeshua in modern times. This pdf file contains the following:

1) The photocopy of haTefilah that Dr. Kjaer-Hansen sent me.
2) My transcription along with a readable translation for most of it.

Enjoy. It's all public domain. Comments are welcome.
Jorge

jorgequinonez@yahoo.com
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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Complete
Jewish Bible. Copyright by David H. Stern, Jewish New Testament Publications, Inc.,
1998.

Introduction and non-biblical translations are ©1998 by Jorge Quifiénez. All rights
reserved.

INTRODUCTION

Thursday, March 5, 1998.

This new and improved edition of Rabinowitz’ Tefilah original 1892
edition. It excels in many ways from Rabinowitz’ original work. Primarily, it
is completely vocalized, the 1892 edition was not (save for the Shemz and a
few occasional words) and includes an English translation. Linguistically, the
text is trilingual: Hebrew (85%), Yiddish (9%), and Russian (6%).

This writer would like to thank Kai Kjer-Hansen for all of his
assistance. His published articles, in particular “Two Nineteenth Century
Hebrew ‘Siddurim’” (Mishkan, No. 25, 1996, pp. 50-59) and his book, Joseph
Rabinowitz and the Messianic Movement (1995) were instrumental in
beginning my interest in “Messianic Rabbi” Joseph Rabinowitz and his works.

Anyone who has not at least read the Rabinowitz book should stop
now and go acquire a copy and read it. It is required reading:

The 1892 edition of Tefilah was employed for this current edition. I
used a second generation photocopy which Kai Kjsr-Hansen so graciously
provided. As I understood him, the original work is housed in Israel, in the
Jewish National and University Library. Even though this current edition is
based on a photocopy, it is quite accurate due to the clarity of the photocopy I
received. However, any dubious Hebrew words or letters which I could not
decipher from the photocopy are so marked in brackets with question marks
with possible readings also given.

All vocalized biblical text are based on either the standard scholarly
edition of the Tanach, Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Second Edition, 1984)
and cross checked with the de facto modern Israeli Hebrew Bible, the Koren
edition of the Tanach, ©'2%> D°8*2) 7N (1990). The vocalization for the
traditional siddur prayers comes from standard Orthodox Jewish Siddurim
(to many to list). It should be noted that since this is not a Hebrew Bible; but a
Hebrew prayer book, all Biblical text, while being vocalized, are not fully
cantillated (i.e., without the teamim “tropes”).

Based on all of this primary source material, [ have taken the liberty to
make corrections to Rabinowitz’ original text. In particular are the corrections
to Rabinowitz’ full spelling of all of his biblical citations which I have
accordingly changed to the plene or defective spelling which is what the
Hebrew Scriptures employ (i.e., if it was good enough for the Massoretes than
it should be good enough for Rabinowitz). Actually, the reason why
Rabinowitz used full spelling was that the text was not vocalized (non-
vocalized text uses extra yods and vavs to give readers clues on how to
pronounce the text). However, now that it is there is no reason to employ it.

On rare occasions, I did correct simple typos on the part of Rabinowitz
(which are based on meticulous comparisons with the original sources, ie.,
the Hebrew Bible or standard siddurim). Also, I have not over-‘dageshed’ the
Hebrew letters as Rabinowitz does; for some odd reason, he far too often uses
the dagesh (the dot or point that goes in the center of Hebrew letters) placing
where its optional or not needed.

Any additions to the text are in brackets. Any such additions (in
Hebrew) are made only to help elucidate an difficult to understand Hebrew



words or phrases or obscure Hebrew abbreviations. Also, in brackets are
biblical citations which are included in both Hebrew and English, which for
the most part Rabinowitz did not include.

The following people were invaluable in helping me complete this
work: Hadara Hyman, who took the time to completely manually vocalize
the Hebrew text, proof-reading what I had typed in, and translating several
sections that proved too difficult for me to translate; Michael Hyman, for his
help in determining the meaning of the some of the obscure Hebrew
abbreviations used by Rabinowitz; Bernard Rubenstein for proofreading the
Yiddish section; David Stern for allowing me to use his translation of the
Bible; and Karina for translating the Russian parts and also proof-reading the
Russian text 1 had typed in.

Biblical citations are included in both Hebrew and English (Rabinowitz
did not include this).
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The Cantor says in a loud voice:

[Matthew 3:2]

Turn from your sins to God,
because the Kingdom of
Heaven is near!

{Hosea 6:1-3]

Come, let us return to ADONAI: for he has
torn, and he will heal us; he has struck, and
he will bind our wounds. After two days, he
will revive us; on the third day, he will raise
us up; and we will live in his presence. Let
us know, let us strive to know ADONAL
That he will come is at certain as morning;
he will come to us like the rain, like the
spring rains that water the earth.
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We are guiltier than any people. No other
generation felt such shame. Uncover in us
any joy. Make our hearts faint in our sins [?
?] our glory [?]. Our Temple is used for
sacrificing idols. We trusted it in our sins.
Our castle was destroyed was destroyed.
The beauty of our land belongs to strangers
as does our strength. In front of our eyes
what we toiled for was exploited.

On us [? ?] from us. It was given to us
eternally. We wore our suffering on our
shoulders. Servants governed us. There is
no letting up. We were surrounded by
many troubles. We called for you ADONAI,
our God. You distance yourself from us in
our spiritual poverty. We lost our way and
we were lost ourselves.
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Now we are returning to you with all our
heart and soul. We know our sins and our
transgressions will always be against us. El
Shaddai, my merciful Father, have mercy on
us wretched and miserable sinners. Spare
oh ADONAI those who confess their sins.
Bring back those who repent, as you
promised, and as you made it known to
man through Yeshua the Messiah, our Lord.
For his sake, my merciful Father, let us walk
in front of you from this day forward in fear
of God, in justice and unblemished, to
honor and glorify your holy name.

Amen!
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The Lord’s Prayer
[Matthew 6:9-13]

Our Father in heaven!
May your Name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us the food we need today.
And forgive us what we have done wrong,
as we too have forgiven those who have wronged us.
And do not lead us into hard testing,
but keep us safe from the Evil One.
For kingship, power,

and glory are yours forever. Amen.
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The Cantor

Blessed is ADONAI, the only God!

The Congregation

Blessed is ADONAI, the blessed one!

[Psalms 33]

Rejoice in ADONAI you righteous!

Praise is well-suited to the upright.

Give thanks to ADONAI with the lyre,

sing praises to him with a ten-stringed harp.
Sing to him a new song,

make music at your best among shouts of joy.
For the word of ADONAI is true,

and all his work is trustworthy.

He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the grace of ADONAL

By the word of ADONALI the heavens were made,
and their whole host by a breath from his mouth.
He collects the sea waters together in a heap;

he puts the deeps in storehouses.

Let all the earth fear ADONALI!
Let all living in the world stand in awe of him.
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For he spoke, and there it was;
he commanded, and there it stood.

ADONAI brings to nothing the plans of nations,
he foils the plans of the peoples.

But the counsel ADONAI stands forever,

his heart’s plans are for all generations.

How blessed is the nation whose God is ADONA],
the people he chose as his heritage!

ADONAI looks out from heaven;

he sees every human being;

from the place where he lives

he watches everyone living on earth,
he who fashioned the hearts of them all
and understands all they do.

A king is not saved by the size of his army,

a strong man not delivered by his great strength
To rely on a horse for safety is vain,

nor does its great power assure escape.

But ADONAI’s eyes watch over those who fear him,
over those who wait for his grace

to rescue them from death

and keep them alive in famine.

We are waiting for ADONAI

he is our help and shield.

For in him our hearts rejoice,

because we trust in his holy name.

May your mercy, ADONAI be over us,
because we put our hope in you.
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Hear, O Isra’el: ADONAI
our God, ADONALI is One.

You must love the ADONALI
your God with all your heart,
with all your soul and with
all your strength. And you
must love neighbor as
yourself.

On weekdays Psalm 103 is recited [Psalms 103:1]
Bless ADONAI, my soul! Everything in me, bless his holy name!
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A Psalm. A song for Shabbat.

It is good to give thanks to ADONAI

and sing praises to your name, ‘Elyon,

to tell in the morning about your grace

and at night about your faithfulness,

to the music of a ten stringed [harp] and a lute,
with the melody sounding on a lyre.

[Psalms 92]

For, ADONAI, what you do makes me happy;
I take joy in what your hands have made.
How great are your deeds, ADONAI!

How very deep your thoughts!

Stupid people can’t know,

fools don’t understand,

~ that when the wicked sprout like grass,
and all who do evil prosper,

it is so that they can be eternally destroyed,
while you, ADONALI, are exalted forever.

For your enemies, ADONAI,

your enemies will perish;

all evildoers will be scattered.

But you have given me

the strength of a wild bull;

you anoint me with fresh olive oil.

My eyes have gazed with pleasure on my enemies’ ruin,
my ears have delighted in the fall of my foes.

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
they will grow like cedar in the L’vanon.
Planted in the house of ADONAI,

they will flourish in the courtyards of our God.
Even in old age they will be vigorous,

still full of sap, still bearing fruit,

proclaiming that ADONALI is upright,

my Rock, in whom there is no wrong.
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The Holy Scriptures are handed to the Cantor and he says:
{Isaiah 2:3; Deuteronomy 4:44]

For out of Tziyon will go forth Torah, the
word of ADONALI from Yerushalayim.

This is the Torah which Moshe placed
before the people of Isra’el.

After the readings from the Old and New Covenants, we bless the Czar, His Majesty

O, God, Redeemer have mercy on our Sovereign,
Emperor of Russia, pious, autocractic, greatest Alexander
Alexandrovich; and his wife, pious sovereign Empress
Maria Fedorvna; his heir, Czarevich and Great Prince
Nicolai Alexandrovich.
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And all the Czar’s House protect with preace his
kingdom and subdue to his foot any enemy and ungodly
people. Bring them peace in their hearts. Tell them about
your holy church and about all your people, and we will
live under their silence with right faith, godliness and
honesty.

Amen.

Sermon on God’s Word
Afterwords songs
[Psalms 40:5-7]

How blessed the man who trusts in ADONAI
and does not look to the arrogant
or to those who rely on things that are false.

How much you have done, ADONAI my God!
Your wonders and your thoughts toward us—
none can compare with you!

I would proclaim them, I would speak about them;
but there’s too much to tell!

Sacrifices and grain offerings you don’t want;

burnt offerings and sin offerings you don’t demand.
Instead, you have given me open ears;

Song for the Shabbat
Please come, please come my beloved. Please come, please come the Lord of the Shabbat.

“Guard and remember” in single utterance. God who is one made us hear. ADONAI is

one and his name is one, to his renown, splendor, and praise.  Please come...
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Come let us go to welcome the Lord of the Shabbat, because he is a source of blessing,
from the beginning, from antiquity he was honored, last in deed, but first in thought.
Please come. ..

Sanctuary of the King, royal city — Arise and get out from among the upheaval! Too
long have you dwelled in the valley of tears. He will shower compassion upon you.
Please come...

Shake off the dust, arise! My people put on your clothes of glory. The son of Yishai,
Yeshua, the Bethlehemite! Draw near to my soul -~ redeem it!  Please come. ..

Wake up! Wake up! For your light has come, rise up and shine. Awaken, Awaken, utter
a song, the glory of the ADONALI is revealed on you. Please come...

Don’t feel ashamed and don’t be humiliated. Why are you troubled? Why are you
depressed? My afflicted people will find shelter in you. As the city will be built on the
hilltop.  Please come...

May your oppressors be oppressed, and may all defilers be far away. Your God will
rejoice over you like a groom rejoices over his bride.  Please come...

Right and left you will spread out, and you will honor the ADONAI, through the man,
descended of Peretz, we will rejoice and be glad.  Please come. ..

Man of salvation come in peace, with joy and cheer, among the faithful of the chosen
people  Please come...

Please come my beloved. Please come Lord of the Shabbat, the Prince of Peace.
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Principles of Faith of Isra’el for the
Children of the New Covenant

1y

I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father is the living,
and true, and eternal God, who created heaven and earth and everything
visible and invisible through his Word and his Ruach HaKodesh. He is One,
all things are from him, all things in him, and all things to him.

2)

I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father has,
according to his promise made to our forefathers, to our prophets, and to
our King David, the son of Yishai, raised unto Isra’el a Redeemer, Yeshua,
who was born of Miryam the virgin, in the city of Beit-Lechem, Y’hudah.
Who suffered, was crucified, died and buried for our salvation. He rose
again from the dead. And lives, and sits at the right hand of our heavenly
Father, from where he will come to judge the world, the living and the
dead. He is the appointed King over the House of Ya‘akov forever, and

of his dominion there will be no end.
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3)

I believe, with a perfect faith, that by the counsel of God and his
foreknowledge, our fathers have been struck heavily with hardness of
heart for sin and for rebellion against our Messiah, the Lord Yeshua, in
order to provoke the other nations of the earth to jealousy, and to
reconcile all through faith in Messiah, by the word of his Emissaries, in
order that knowledge of ADONAI should cover the earth, and ADONAI

be King over the whole earth.

4)

I believe, with a perfect faith, that through faith in Yeshua, the
Messiah alone, without the legalistic observance of Torah commands, a man
may be justified. That there is but one God, who justifies the circumcised
Jews by faith, and the uncircumcised through faith. And that there is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, between the slave and free man,

between male and female. They all are one in Messiah.
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5)
I believe, with perfect faith, in one Holy Body which is

universal and oriented as the Emissaries of Yeshua.

\

6)

I'acknowledge one immersion for the forgiveness of sins.

7)
I wait for the resurrection and renewed life of the dead, and

for the life of the world to come. Amen.

For your salvation, I wait, ADONAIL
I wait, ADONALI, for your salvation;
ADONALI, for your salvation I wait.

[Numbers 6:24-26; “The Aaronic Blessing”]

May ADONAI bless you and keep you.
May ADONAI make his face shine on you and show you his favor.
May ADONATI lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
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Articles of Faith of Isra’e] for the Children
of the New Covenant

First

There is but one true and living God, not corporeal, without
divisions, cannot be apprehended by bodily senses, of great goodness,
power and wisdom beyond comprehension, who creates, knows, makes
and upholds everything by his Word and by his Ruach HaKodesh. All things
are from him, all things in him, and all things to him.

Second

The true God has, according to his promise to our forefathers, to
our prophets, and to our king David, the son of Yishai, raised for Isra‘el a -
Redeemer, Yeshua, who was born from Miryam the virgin, in Beit-Lechem
the city of David in Y’hudah, who suffered, was crucified, died, and
buried for our salvation. He rose again from the dead, and lives, and sits
on the right hand of our heavenly Father. From that place he will come to
judge the world, the living and dead. He will be King over the House of

Ya‘akov forever and of his dominion there will be no end.

Third

According to the counsel and foreknowledge of God, our ancestors
have been struck heavily with hardness with hardness of heart to sin and

rebel against our Messiah,
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the Lord Yeshua, in order to provoke to jealousy the other nations
of the earth, and to reconcile all people through faith in Messiah, by
the ministry of his proclaimers of the Good News and his holy
Emissaries, in order that the knowledge of ADONAI should cover
the earth, and ADONAI be King over the whole earth.

Fourth

Through faith alone in Yeshua the Messiah all men may be
justified without the legalistic observance of Torah commands. There
is but one God, who will justify the circumcised Jews by faith, and
the uncircumcised Gentiles through faith. And that there is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, between the slave and free

man, between male and female. They all are one in Messiah Yeshua.

" By faith in Messiah we fulfill the Torah, and that faith is very

much a cure to the soul and full of comfort.

Fifth

The Holy Scriptures contain everything necessary for our salvation.
No one is bound to accept anything not found in them, nor made binding
by them, as articles of faith, or as things necessary to salvation. By “Holy
Scriptures” we mean the books of revelation, Old and New Covenants,
which
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have always been accepted by the Body as inspired by the Ruach
HaKodesh.

Sixth

The scriptures of the New Covenant do not contradict those of the
Old Covenant, for in both everlasting life is offered to mankind through
the Messiah, who alone is the Mediator between God and man. The Torah
which was given by God through Moshe was to lead us to Messiah so
that we might be justified only through faith in him.

But we are the seed of Avraham according to the flesh, who was
the father of all those who were circumcised and believed. We are bound
to circumcise every male child on the eighth day as God commanded him
[Avraham]. And as we are descendants of those whom ADONAJ brought
out of the land of Egypt with a stretched out arm, we are to observe the
Shabbat, Pesach, and Shavu’ot, while (non-Jewish) Messianic believers
celebrate them only in remembrance of the resurrection of the Messiah
from the dead, and the outpouring of the Ruach HaKodesh from heaven,

and also remember the Exodus from Egypt.

Seventh

The Mishnah and Talmud are not to be used for establishing any
doctrines, but regarded only as an eternal reminder of the spirit of deep

sleep
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which God has permitted to fall on us. The Shulchan Aruch (Megineh Eretz,
Yoreh Deah, Choshen Mispat and Even haEzer) became for us only a trap, and
a stumbling-block. It has darkened our eyes so that we failed to see the

ways of the true and life-giving faith.

Eighth

Original sin is the cause of the corruption of every natural man born
of blood and the will of the flesh, which always inclines towards evil. The
lusts of the flesh war against the spirit, making it hard to accept the Torah
of God.

Ninth

Man in his natural condition is unable to do good works or to follow
his straight path, to believe and to call on the name of ADONAI unless
there first is given to him the grace of God, which is treasured up in
Messiah. Who is the Word of our heavenly Father and born from the
Father from eternity, will direct him to choose the right choice and will be

at his side when he has that choice.

Tenth

The good works of man are the sign of a true
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and living faith in the heart. As the tree is known by its fruit. They are
acceptable before the eyes of God in Messiah. But nevertheless, they are
useless to cancel transgressions, or to avert the severity of God'’s

judgement. .

Eleventh

The good works done prior to the bestowment of the grace of God
in Messiah and receiving of his Ruach HaKodesh, are insufficient to secure,
as a reward for merit, grace and righteousness for those who practice
them; for undoubtedly they are corrupted by the nature of sin, and there
is no merit which originated with men, and who think they are doing more
that is required of them. The foolishness and pride of men lead them to
think that they not only do their duty towards God, but more even than
that; though Messiah says distinctly: “When you have done everything
you were told to do, you should be saying, ‘We're just ordinary slaves,
we have only done our duty.””

[Luke 17:10]

Twelfth

Only one alone, the Messiah, was sinless in body as well as in spirit.

But we, although
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immersed and born anew in Messiah, still fail in many things; and if

we say, we have no sin, the truth is not in us.

Thirteenth

Every sin, whether committed intentionally or unintentionally,
is forgiven when the sinner repents with his heart and soul. Even
after we have fallen into sin, we may by the grace of God rise and
amend our ways. But a sin against the Ruach HaKodesh is one which

remains unforgiven.

Fourteenth

It was a secret counsel of God, and his will before the foundation of
the world was laid, to save those from the curse and from judgement
whom he chose in Messiah. And to bring them through Messiah to
everlasting salvation. To those on whom this great goodness God
bestowed, are those who are called by his spirit in due time. The also listen
to the invitation by the grace. They are justified freely. They are accepted

and made the children
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of God. They are fashioned to the likeness of his only born son Yeshua
the Messiah. It is they who walk in fear, and do good works, and at last

obtain by the grace of God the everlasting riches.

Their meditation and study respecting their election in Messiah is a
source of great comfort to those who fear God, and who realize in
themselves the power of the spirit of Messiah, who subdues the works of
the flesh and the natural evil inclinations. And who lifts up their hearts to
things above and to things in the heavens. Such meditation greatly
strengthens and establishes their faith in the everlasting salvation which
they enjoy in Messiah, and which kindles in them the flame of the love of
God.

It is the contrary with the proud who follow their own lusts. There
is not the spirit of Messiah in them and they do not lay to heart the
judgement of God that by an eternal decree they are taken and made into
children of Satan, who drags them down into the pit of despair, or into

the practice of all uncleanness which is as bad as despair.
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Fifteenth

The visible Body of Messiah is the congregation of believers among
whom the Word of God is preached in purity, and the holy ordinances
observed in every detail according to the charge of Messiah by the holy
Emissaries.

Sixteenth

The congregation is at liberty to introduce rules and observances.
She is, however, not at liberty to introduce anything contrary to the Word
of God. Or to interpret one verse of Holy Scripture in such a manner as to
contradict another. Neither is she at liberty to impose any doctrine outside

the Old and New Covenant Scriptures, as necessary to salvation.

Seventeenth

Without the permission of the authorities neither a general nor
special assembly is to take place. For the government is ordained by God,
as we are told in the Holy Scriptures. And in her hand God has placed all

the concerns of the country, temporal as well as spiritual,
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to hold in check by the power of the sword of the State those who
are bend on doing evil.

Eighteenth

It is forbidden for anyone to officiate as minister unless he is

authorized by the congregation and by the laws of the government.

Nineteenth

The liturgy as well as the whole of the service must be
conducted in a language understood by the people. And since most
of the sons of Isra’el in Russia understand Hebrew, “the holy
tongue”, and Yiddish, therefore, it is decided that the service be

conducted in these languages.

Twentieth

The sacraments instituted by Messiah serve us as faithful witnesses
of the grace of God and his goodwill toward us. And it is through them
that he is working in us in a mysterious and wonderful way, to keep alive
and to establish our faith in him. And they are likewise chosen proofs that
Messiah is the desire of our souls and glory of our heads. The sacraments

are two:
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immersion and the Lord’s supper. Their observance is only of real use

when those receiving them is in a right state of mind.

Twenty-first

Since the congregation leader is not leading them in his own name
but in the name of Messiah and on the strength of being sent by him, it is
our duty to listen to his proclamation of the word of God, and to receive
at his hands the sacraments, although heé is a sinful himself. His sinfulness
does not destroy the grace of the gift of God to those who receive.
Nevertheless, the congregation is bound to investigate carefully into the
life and habits of their spiritual leaders. If after an impartial inquiry it has
been found that the congregation leader is a bad man, it is the duty of the

congregation to deprive him of his office.

Twenty-second

Immersion is a sign of the new birth. By means of water immersion,
the immersed one is placed and planted in the congregation, the Body of
Messiah. By means of water immersion there is the washing and cleansing
from all evil. The immersed ones testify before all that they know their sins

are forgiven and that they are the children
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of God. It is therefore quite right that little ones should be led into the
Body of Messiah by immersion.

Twenty-third

The Lord’s supper is a sign that we remember the death of our Lord
the Messiah, until he comes, and by partaking of the heavenly bread and
wine we unite all our physical and spiritual powers with the body of
Messiah which have been offered in this world for our salvation. Such are
bound up in the bundle of life to shine eternally at the right hand of our
heavenly Father. By faith, the bread of which we partake becomes a part
of the body of Messiah, and the blessed cup a part of the blood of
Messiah. The ungodly, who have no living faith, eat it only with their

mouths, but receive no share of Messiah, and their sin is unforgiven.

Twenty-fourth

He who breaks intentionally any of the rules of the congregation,

although it is not against the word
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of God, is to be reprimanded as one who acted against the order of the

congregation. And against the permission of the government.

It is within the power of the general, as well as in that of a special
assembly, to revise and to alter any congregational rules which have only
been framed by the understanding of man. But any change must be for

the edification of all in Messiah.
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Isaiah 53

The Prophet Isaiah 53

[Isaiah 52:13-53:12]

“See how my servant will succeed!

He will be raised up, exalted, highly honored!
Just as many were appalled at him,

because he was so disfigured

that he didn’t even seem human

and simply no longer looked like a man,

so now he will startle many nations;

because of him, kings will be speechless.

For they will se what they had not been told,
they will ponder things they had never heard.”

53. who believes our report?

To whom is the arm of ADONAI revealed?

For before him he grew up like a young plant,

like root out of dry ground.

He was not well-formed or especially handsome;
we saw him, but his appearance did not attract us.
People despised and avoided him,

a man of pains, well acquainted with illness.

Like someone from whom people turn their faces,
he was despised; we did not value him.

In fact, it was our diseases he bore,

our pains from which he suffered;

yet we regarded him as punished,

stricken and afflicted by God.

But he was wounded because of our crimes,
crushed because of our sins;

the disciplining that makes us whole fell on him,
and by his bruises we are healed.
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We all, like sheep, went astray;

we turned, each one, to his own way;

yet ADONAI laid on him

the guilt of all of us.

Though mistreated, he was submissive—
he did not open his mouth.

Like a lamb led to be slaughtered,

like a sheep silent before its shearers,

he did not open his mouth.

After forcible arrest and sentencing,

he was taken away;

and none of his generations protested

his being cut off from the land of the living
for the crimes of my people,

who deserved the punishment themselves.
He was given a grave among the wicked;
in his death he was with a rich man.

Although he had done no violence

and had said nothing deceptive,

yet it pleased ADONAI to crush him with illness,
to see if he would present himself as a guilt offering.
If he does, he will see his offspring;

and he will prolong his days;

and at his hand ADONAI’s desire

will be accomplished.

After this ordeal, he will see satisfaction.

“By his knowing [pain and sacrifice],

my righteous servant makes many righteous;

it is for their sins that he suffers.

Therefore I will assign him a share with the great,
he will divide the spoil with the mighty,

for having exposed himself to death

and being counted among the sinners,

while actually bearing the sin of many

and interceding for the offenders.”
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A Hebrew Christian Haggada of the
Nineteenth Century

by G. Frohwein, M.D., B.D.

translation of what is probably the earliest
Hebrew Christian Haggada 10 modern
times by more than some very scanty biographj-
cal notes. The life story of Joseph Rabing-

THERE is no necessity 10 iotroduce this

20

witsch, the founder of a Hebrew Chiristi
congregation in Kischinew in the second half o
the last century, is told elsewhere in this iss
of the HEBREW CHRISTIAN (see Conternpord!
Hebrew Christianity, by Dr. Jakob Jocz). TV




peculiar position of Rabinowitsch in the con-
text of what might be called a revival of the
Hebrew Christian spirit in the second half of
the last century and the beginning of this has
rightly been emphasized. We have here a man
whose orthodox doctrine has been acknow-
Jedged even by such critical spirits as Franz
Delitzsch and Gustaf Dalman, and who yet at
the same time was Jewish to the utmost. He is
outstanding among the other two great Hebrew
Christians of this period, Rabbi Jechiel Lichten-
stein and Theophil Lucky, in that he managed
to show more clearly than did the other two
that to be genuinely Jewish and genuinely Chris-
tian is no necessary contradiction, but a prac-
tical possibility of religious life. He tried also
to avoid the two great dangers that surround
any such attempt—the danger of being tied up
too much with one particular section of Chris-
tianity and the still greater danger of missing
the central message of the Christian Gospel in
fayour of 2 compromising attitude to a Christ-
less Judaism. Rabinowitsch was, it seems, suc-
cessful in both respects, He put into words and
symbols what the aged Polish rabbi Abraham
Schwarzenberg (1842) had proved two genera-
tions earlier : that (to use his own words) a
converted Jew needs to have a change of heart,
and not a change of dress. :

The text as published here is taken from the
Documente der national—jiidischen  christ-
gldubigen Bewegung in Sidrussland, pub-
lished in 1887 by Franz Delitzsch. Even in the
translation the thoughtful reader will be im-
pressed by the beauty and depth of Rabino-
witsch’s conception, which combines Christian
faith with a genuine Fewish background. If it is
true that there is a deep relation between the
revival of Jewish life in Israel and the reappear-
ance of Hebrew Christianity, the time may be
at hand when this forgotten Haggada can be
appreciated more deeply even than when it was
first acted in Rabinowitsch’s Jewish congre-
gation in Kischineff, which called itself “ The
Israel of the New Covenant.”!

. ' In studying the text note the peculiar way in which
it follows the subdivision of the Jewish passover ger-
Vice in correspondence to the four cups, and the
onginal manner of filling the forms of the old tradi-
tion with 2 new meaning. See here also the explana-

tory remarks 4t the end.

@oos

) . HAGGADA
For the Israclites who believe in the Messiah
Jesus of Nazareth
Order of the Lord’s Supper on the
Passover Night

The purpose of the mystery of the Lord’s Sup-

per is to impart to our body and our soul in’

reality those blessings which the righteous priest
of God the most high, the King of Salem, Jesus
our Messiah, offered us—to the seed of Abra-
ham, the father of many nations, in His bread
and wine, His body and blood (Gen. xiv, 18-20).

In feeding on this heavenly bread and this
heavenly wine?, we bind together all the forces
of our bodies and souls into the body of the
Messiah and His blood, which were sacrificed
in this world for our salvation and are thus
bound in the bundle? of eternal life at the right
hand of our heavenly Father for ever and ever,

After the Lord’s Prayer a dish with three fine
matzos and a decanter of wine and cups accord-
ing to the number of believers are put on the
table. The pastor then pours the fitst cup,*
which is called “the cup of the chief of the
fathers.”

* This expression hints of 2 belief expressed in the
Talmud Berachoth 34b that there is a special wine
preserved in the grapes for the true believers since
the creation of the sixth day.

*Note the ender way in which Rabinowitsch
dwells on the very old Hebrew conception of the
* bundle of the living ” Tserur ha chajim eth adonai.
The Hebrew word used here, Tserur, denotes some-
thing “bound up” and refers to the bag or parcel
into which a man binds up his treasures or other
valuable things. Abigail blessed David with the words
the soul of my lord shall be bound up in the bundle
of life with ‘the Lord thy God (I Samuel XXV,
29). Messiah and His people are in Rabinowitsch’s
conception like precious treasures or jewels, hidden
and preserved at the right hand of God.

“ Rabinowitsch’s way of renaming the four cups
is probably peculiar to him, but it is worth while to
relate his interpretation of the cups with the
traditional one (Exodus vi, 6, 7).

L. Cup vehotsethi (“1 will bring you out ”—Cup

of Abraham, the first to be called out.

2. Cup vehitsalri (“I will deliver you”—Cup of
Moses, the first to deliver Israel from bondage.

3. Cup vegaalti (“1 will redeem you ”)—Cup of
David, the first king and redeemer of Tsrael.

4. Cup ve lakachti (“1 will take you unto Myself ")
—Cup of the Messiah, the Onc to bring Israel
to His God.

(It is remarkable that in Rabinowitsch’s Haggada
it is the fourth cup which is called the * cup of sal-
vation,” while many regard the third as the cup of
the institution. Perhaps he intends to emphasize that
it is the fourth cup, the Hallel cup, which we now
drink in Messiah’s presence.)
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I. THE CUP OF ABRAHAM

Pastor : This is the night of observance conse-
crated for the children of Israel in all genera-
tions to come. , ‘
Congregation : Remember this day when ye
went out from Egypt from the house of bon-
dage, for with a strong hand the Lord brought
you out from there, and no leavened bread
should be eaten as written in Exodus xiii, 3.
Pastor : In all their affliction He was afflicted,
and the angel of His presence saved them : in
His love and His pity He redeemed them ; and
He bare them and carried them all the days of
old (Isaiah Ixiii, 9). : :
Congregation : Doubtless Thou art our Father,
though Abraham be ignorant of us and Israel
acknowledge us not: Thou O Lord art our
Father, our Redeemer ; Thy name is everlasting
(Isaiah Xxiii, 16). _
Pastor : Now the first day of the feast of un-
leavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, say-
ing unto Him, Where wilt Thou that we pre-
pare for Thee to eat the passover ? And He
said, Go into the city to such a man, and say
- unto him, The Master saith, My time is at
hand: T will keep the passover at thy house
with My disciples, And the disciples did as
Jesus had appointed them; and they made
ready the passover (Matt, xxvi, 17).
Congregation : And He said unto them, with
desire I have desired to eat this passover with
you before I suffer: for I say unto you, I
will not any more eat thereof, until it be ful-
filled in the kingdom of God, And He took the
cup, and gave thanks, and said; Take this, and
divide it among yourselves: for 1 say uato
you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine,
~ until the kingdom of God shall come (Luke
xxii, 15-18). L

Everyone now takes his cup and says a blessing.
Blessed be Thou, O Lord God. of Israel, Thou
who didst choose Abraham and didst lead him
out from Ur of the Chaldees and didst give him
the name Abraham and didst find his heart
faithful before Thee and didst make a covenant
with him to give him the land of Canaan, and
Thou hast fulfiled Thy word, for Thou art
righteous, Blessed be Thou, O Lord, who
hast blessed in the seed of Abraham all the
people of the earth.

Everyone now sips of the wine. The pastor then
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pours the wine into the second cup, which is
called * the cup of the chief of the prophets.”

H. THE CUP OF MOSES

Pastor + And Moses said unto God, Behold,
when I come unto the children of Isracl, and
shall say unto them, The God of our fathers
hath sent me unto you, and they shall say to me,
What is His name ? what shall I say unto them?
And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I
AM : and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto
you, And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The
Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
hath sent me unto you : this is My name for
ever, and this is My memorial unto all genera-
tions, Go, and gather the elders of Israel
together, and say unto them, The Lord God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, hath appeared unto me, saying,
1 have surely visited you, and seen that which
is done to you in Egypt (Exodus iii, 13-16).
Congregation : Thus the Lord saved Israel that
day out of the hand of the Egyptians ; and Tsracl
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.
And Israel saw that great work which the Lord
did upon the Egyptians : and the people feared
the Lord, and believed the Lord, and His ser:
vant Moses (Exodus xiv, 30, 31). -
Pastor : Then He remembered the days of old,
Moses, and His people, saying, Where is He
that brought them up out of the sea with the
shepherd of His flock ? where is He that put
His holy Spirit within him ? That led them by
the right hand of Moses with His glorious arm.
dividing the water before them, to make Him-
self an everlasting name ? (Isaiah Ixiii, 11, 12)
Congregation : Do not think that I will accusé
you to the Father ; there is one that accuse!
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ¥
believed Moses, ye would have believed Me;
for he wrote of Me, But if ye believe not hiS
writings, how shall ye believe My words ? (Jobo
v, 45-47). 5
Everyone now takes his cup and says the fok. §
lowing blessing : Blessed be Thou, Lord Go¢ §
of Israel, Thou who hast ‘been with the mout’ &
of Moses Thy faithful servant in Thy house, a0¢
didst teach Him what he should speak ; Thov




? didst reveal Thy name to him and didst pass all
1 Thy goodness before his face, and didst teach
s ys through him to love and to fear Thy name.

| Blessed be Thou, O Lord, who hast chosen
Moses Thy servant and the prophets of truth
and righteousness.

- Everyonée sips now of the wine, and then the
Pastor pours the third cup, which is called * the
cup of the chief of the kings.”

IIi. THE CUP OF DAVID

, over ‘thee, whom the Lord thy God -shall
.1 choose: one from among thy brethren shalt
'3 thou set king over thee : thou mayest not set
¢.] a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother.
. 1 But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor
1] cause the people to return to Egypt. Neither
£ 1 shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart
, 1 tum not away ; neither shall he greatly multi-
ply to himself silver and gold, And it shall be,
when he sitteth on the. throne of his kingdom,
that he shall write him a copy of this law in a
book out of that which is before the priests the
Levites : and it shall be with him, and he shall
read therein all the days of his life : that he
may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep
all the words of this law and these statutes, to
do them ; that his heart be not lifted up above
his brethren, ard that he turn not aside from
the commandment, to the right hand, or to the
left, to the end that he may prolong his days
in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the
midst of Israel (Deut. xvii, 15-20).
Congregation : Then went king David in, and
sat before the Lord, and he said, Who am I, O
Lord God ? and what is my house, that Thou
hast brought me hitherto ? And this was vet a
small thing in Thy sight, O Lord God; but
Thou hast spoken also of Thy servant’s house
for a great while to come., And is this the
thanner of man, O Lord God ? Wherefore Thou

Thee, neither is there any God beside Thee,
cording to all that we have heard with our
s. And what one nation in the earth is like
y people, even like Israel, whom God went
 tedeem for a people to Himself, and to make
2 name, and to do for you great things
terrible, for Thy land, before Thy people,
hich Thou redeemest to Thee from Bgypt,

Pastor : Thou shalt in any wise set him king -

art great, O Lord God : for there is none like ~

I

from the nations and their gods ? For Thou hast
confirmed to Thyself Thy people Israel to be
a people unto Thee for ever ; and Thou, Lord,
art become their God (II Samuel vii, 18-24).
Pastor : Incline your ear, and come unto Me :
hear, and your soul shall live ; and I will make
an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure
mercies of David, Behold, I have given him for
a witness to the people, a leader and comman-
der to the people. Behold, thou shali call a
nation that thou knowest not, and nations that
knew not thee shall run unto thee because of
the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of
Israel ; for He hath glorified thee (Isaiah lv,
3-5). - ‘

Congregation : And He shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom
there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the
angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a
man ? And the angel answered and said unto
her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee : therefore also that holy thing which shall
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God
(Luke i, 33-35). Everyone takes his cup and

_says a -blessing, Blessed be Thou, O Lord God

of Israel, Thou who didst take David the son
of Jesse Thy servant from the sheepcotes and
from behind the sheep, to be a prince over Thy
people Israel. Thou didst speak to him of the
remote fuiure, and Thou didst not withdraw
Thy mercy from him and madest his house and
kingdom an everlasting one, to confirm his
throne from generation to generation. Blessed
be Thou, O God, who hast made for David a
great name, a name equal to the greatest on
earth.

Everybody again takes from the wine and the
pastor pours the fourth cup, “ the cup of sal-
vation of Jesus Christ.”

IV. THE CUP OF SALVATION OF JESUS
CHRIST

Pastor : And the Lord spake unto Moses, say-
ing, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying,
If any man of you or of your posterity shall be
unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a -
journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover
unto the Lord. The fourteenth day of the
second month at even they shall keep it, and
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter. herbs
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(Num, ix, 9-11). They gave Him vinegar to
drink mingled with gall: and when He had
tasted thereof, He would not drink. And
they crucified Him, and parted His garments.
Congregation : And He humbled thee, and
suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with
manna, which thou knewest not, peither did thy
fathers know ; that He might make thee know
that man doth not live by bread only, but by
gvery word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of the Lord doth man live (Deut, viii, 3).
Pastor : Hear, ye that are far off, what I have
done ; and, ye that are near, acknowledge My
might. The sinners in Zion are afraid ; fear-
fulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire ?
Who among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings ? (Isaiah xxxiii, 13, 14).
Congregation : He that walketh righteously,
and speaketh uprightly ; he that despiseth the
gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands
from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears
from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes
from seeing evil (Isaiah xxxiii, 15).

Pastor - He shall dwell on high: his place of
defence shall be the munitions of rocks : bread
shall be given him ; his waters shall be sure.
Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty :
they shall behold the land that is very far off
(Isaiah xxxiii, 16, 17).

Congregation : But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniqui-
ties : the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him : and with His stripes we are healed (Isaiah
liii, 5).

Pastor and congregation : 1 will take the cup of
salvation, Blessed be Thou, O Lord God of
Israel, our Father from eternity to eternity, who
hast confirmed and fulfilled to the utmost word
Thy holy promise, which Thou didst give to
Abraham our father, Moses and David the son
of Jesse our king, and in Thy mercy hast given
us Jesus our Messiah and Saviour from of old,
whom Thou hast anointed to bring good tidings
to the afflicted, to open the eyes of the blind,
to proclaim freedom to the captives, He poured
out His life to bear the sin of the many and to
make an end to wickedness, He gave His life
to bring about eternal righteousness, and He
has commanded us in His holy gospel that we
should remember His precious death till He
comes agaif.
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Let it be well-pleasing in Thy sight, our Father
in heaven, that we—while partaking of this holy
bread and wine, which we eat and drink in
remembrance of the death and suffering of
TJesus our Messiah—have a real experience of a
sanctification and pucification of all the forces
of body and soul. Let our bodies and souls and
all their powers be blessed out of the wellspring
of Thy blessings and become one through the
power of Messiah’s blessed body and blood, by
whom they are bound up in the bundle of the
living at Thy right hand, so that we and our
children might be worthy to remain in the
Messiah and He in us.

Here the pastor takes the plate with the
Maizoth into his hands.

Pastor : And He took the bread, gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave it to them, saying, This
is My body given for you ; this do in remem-
brance of Me, Likewise also the cup after
supper, and He gave thanks and gave it to
them, saying, This is my blood, the blood
of the New Testament, which is shed for you
and for many for the remission of sins. This
do as often as ye drink it in remembrance
of me,

He offers the bread to the congregation and
sayss:

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul
unto everlasting life: take and eat this in
remembrance that Christ died for thee and
feed on Him in thy heart by faith with thanks-
giving.

He delivers the cup to the congregation and
says :

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul
uato everlasting life: drink this in remem-
brance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee,
and be thankful.

The service ends with the Lord’s Prayer.

5 Rabinowitsch’s conception of the Lord’s supper
is very close to that of Luther and of the Church of
England. It is remarkable that the very words of the
Book of Common Prayer are chosen for the closing
part of the service. Far from the Roman doctrine of
transubstantiation, Rabinowitsch represents the Lord
in his passover Haggada as one present in reality and
being one with His people in the act of remembering
Eis great redeeming sacrifice and all it means for

ent.
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The Peculiar People.
L manma— N E W S—mean mesn

Tue Russian Minister of the Interior has issued an
order sanctioning the residence, in any part of Russia, of
Jewish compositors who are in possession of  certificates
proving them to be competent workmen.

Tur new Jewish Home for the aged and infirm in’
Philadelphia, ercected at a cost of $100,000, and dedicated in
November last, is a testimony to the philanthropy ot the

Jewish population of that city.

Tur Hebrew Educational Fair, held in, New York City
ir. the month of December, was a decided success in every .
respect. The displays were rich and varied, the attendance
was large, and the financial results most gratifying, being
over $130,000. .

M. ’Lyzomu) Brr~staya, art director of the Musece
GGrevin at Paris, is 2 Russian Jew, who bids fair to achicve
4 brilliant carcer as a sculptor. He has alrcady executed
some important works, one of which is a bust of Alexandcr
[I., for the town of Pultawa.

Eann Pasia, the famous traveller and scientist, is of
Jewish birth., It is said that his name is Isaac or Edward
Schnitzer, and that he was born at Oppelu, Prussia, March
29, 1840. It is also said that Emin Pasha was baptized a4
Catholic, and then afterwards became a Mohammedan,
when he entered the military scrvice of Egypt as an army
SUTECON, : :

A JEWISH CHRISTIAN CC)I\}FESSI()N‘ ()WF'FAI’I‘I‘J.
Last month we presented to our readers the brief

creed of the “People of Isracl, Sons of the New Cove-.

nant,’t or “New Testament Israclites,” feeling sure thuy it

ake in our December number thétitle was printed  Sons of Jsrael
»instead of ©Sons of the New Covenant.” T'his correction
ho read Hebrew.

1) By a mist )
of the New Covenant,
is unnecessary to those w
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would be welcomed by all interested in the Jewish ‘Chris-
tian movement. We are encouraged to transcribe the
longer confession of faith, which we here give with a trans-
lation, hoping it will be read with interest and attenfioq.
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[Translation.]
PRINCIPLES OF THE FAITH ‘OF THF, PEOPLE OF ISRAF.T;, SONS

OF THE NEW COVENANT.'

1) There is only one living and true God, eternal, in-
finite in goodness, power, and wisdom, who, by His Word
and His Holy Spirit, is the Creator, Former, ‘Maker, and
Proserver of all things.  All things are of Him and by
Fim, and for Him. ;

2) The truc God said unto Abraham, our father,
» Walk before me, and be thou perfect, aud thou shalt be a

father of many nations, and kings shall come out of thee,” ™

and He made with him an everlasting covenant, to be his
(+0d, and the God of his secd after him, and to give him all
the land of Canaan for an everlasting posgsession. Now
this is the sign of the everlasting covenant: . That every
man-child of cight days old that cometh from the loins of
Abraham shall be circumcised; and since he did not with:
hold Isaac, his only son, from Him to offer him as a burnt-
offering, therefore He sware unto him that in his seed all
the nations of the earth should be blessed. .

3) According to the word of Jehovah, Jacob, our fa-
ther, and his sons, went down into Egypt, and they there
multiplicd and became very powerful; and the Egyptians
dealt deceitfully with them to do them evil, and held them
in bondage, and afflicted them exceedingly, Now Jchovah
sent to them Moses, His chosen one, and he wrought signs

and wonders in Egypt, and brought them forth from thence-

with a strong hand; therefore He hath commanded us to
keep and obscrve the Sabbath-day to all generations as an
oternal covenant, and to keep the feast of the Passover.
4) Jehovah, our God, made a covenant with the people
of Israel in Horeb. And Moses stood between Him and
lsrael to declare to them the word of Jehovah, and he
caused them to hear.the Ten Commandments which were
written with the finger of God upon the two tables of stone,

‘that they might do them. He spake unto Israel all the 3
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commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that they
should observe in the land which Jehovah swarc unto
Abraham to give to them for a posscssion, which are WrTits
ten in the five Books of the Law as they are found to-day
in our hands. Then in Horeb, in the day of the sélemn as-

“sembly, Jehovah said to Moses that He would raise up for
Israel, from among their brethren, a prophet like unto Mo-
ses, and that He would put His words in his mouth, and
that he should speak unto them all that which Ie should
command him, and the man who should not hearken unto
fis word which this prophet should speak in His name
He would require it of him. :

5) Jehovah, our God, established  His word  and
brought Isracl unto theland which He sware to give 1o
them, and raiscd up for them faithful seers and prophets
who spake in Iis name, according to all which He com-
manded them. These words are written in the Books of
the Prophets as they are found to-day in our hands, and
not one word shall return void. -

6) After that Saul, the first king of Isracl, had reject-
ed the word of Jehovah, Jehovah also Himself rejected
him from being king over Isracl, and He rent away the
kingdom of Israclk from him and gave it to a ncighbor of
his that was better than-he.  This was David, thc son of
Jesse, of Bethlehem of Judah. And the word of the Lord
came unto Nathan, the prophet, to say unto David that He
would make his name great, Jike the names of the great
‘ones of the earth, and that He would not turn away Iis
mercy from him, and his house, and his kingdom, and his
throne should be set up and established forever. And King
David, when he sat before Jehovah, said: « Yea, this is the
law of man.”

7y When Jehovah, our God, had removed Israel from
before Him, He led them into exile from their land be-
cause they had sinned exceedingly, and had provoked Him,
Judah also did not keep the commandments of Jehovah,
and they walked in the ordinancesof Israel,their brethren.
And Jehovah spake by His servants the prophets that He
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would forsake also the remnant of His heritage, and that
He would deliver them into the hand of their encmies
for a prey and for aspoil; and they mocked at these mes-

sengers, so that the anger of Jehovah came upon His peo-

ple until there was no deliverance, and they were carried
away from their land to Babylon to be slaves. '

8) Already before Judah was carried away to Bab-'

ylon, and also after that they had returned to their lamd,
after the seventy years were fulfilled, all the true proph-
ets had prophesied with one mouth:

a) ’l‘hat\"]chovah would be merciful and would pass
by the transgression of the remnant of Tis heritage; that
His covenant with David His servant should never be bro-
ken so that he should not have a son a king upon his throne
upon whom should rest the Spirit of Jehovah, the Spirit of
the knowledee and the fear of Jehovah; that He should
smite the earth with the sceptre of His Tnouth; that faith-

fulness should be the girdle of His loins, and that His name
should be called « Jehovah our Rightcousness,”' and . The.

(od of the whotle earth.”” He shall be for a covenant of
the people.? and for a light to the Gentiles. He shall set

judgment in the earth, and the isles shall wait for his law.®

until in the iast days all the nations shall run to the moun-
tain of the house of - Jehovah; for from Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of jchovah from Jerusalem.’

by ‘That this Son of David, the Lord, the Messenger
of the Covenant,® after that a way had been prepared be-
fore Him, should suddenly come to the temple of Jehovah,
and He should be like a refiner’s fire, to finish transgres-
sion,” and to bring in everlasting righteousncess, because
Jehovah hath anointed Him to preach good tidings unto
- the afflicted, to open the eyes of the blind, and to open the
prison to them that arc bound.”

¢) That through Him, among the Gentiles and in-the
midst of the peoples, there should be a knowledge of the
seed of Jacob and his descendants; that all thosce who scc

1) Jer. 33:16.  2) Isa. sars. 3 Isaqg:8. 4) Isaqzi4. 3) lsaczio
6).Mal. 3: 1-3. 7) Dan. g:24. 8) T<u. Hu 1.
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them should understand that they arc the sced of the
blessed of Jehovah, and they should call them the holy
people, the redcemed of Jehovah. And from them those
delivered shall be sent unto the nations and to the isles
afar off, to-proclaim and to make known the glory of Jeho-
vah among the nations. New things shall be in the earth,
and tlic former things shall not be remembered, and they
shall not come to mind. :

/) 'That all those who forsake Jehovah, who shall not
answer to the proclamation, and shall not hearken to what
they shall speak, shall hunger and thirst; they shall be
ashamed and lament from the sorrow of their heart, and
they shall leave their name as an oath for the elect of Je-
hovah, S v

¢) That this Son of David, the Messiah, shall come
up as a root out of adry ground, and they shall not believe
that the arm of Jehovah is revealed upon Him. He shall be
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniqg-
uities: He shall be afflicted and shall not open his mouth,
and He shall be cut off from the land of the living, and
in pouring out His soul unteo death He will bear the sin
of many, and shall make intercession for the transgress-
ors. When He shall make His soul an offering for sin He
shall sce His sced, e shall prolong His days, and the
pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in His hand. '

9)' The word of Jehovah to Abraham our fath er, to
Moscs our prophet, to David our king, and to His servants
the faithful prophets, was fulfilled and accomplished about
seventy yecars before the destruction of the scgond'temple.
For Jehovah hath visited His pcople and hath raised up
the horn of our salvation in the house of IHis servant Da-
vid, and He hath made to sprouttor us a righteous Branch,
who is the Lord JESUS CHRIST, who came fprth for us
from Bethlehem, the city of David, to be ruler in Israel.
He is high and exalted, and the Son of the Highest, and
Jehovah hath given to him the throne of David his father,
and He shall rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of
[His kingdom there shall be no end. [le suffered. was cru-
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cified and buried for our salvation. He arose from the dead
and lived (again), and, behold, He sitteth at the right hand
of our Father in heaven. : .

10) After the counsel of God and His infinite wisdom,
our fathers were smitten with hardness of heart, and therc
was given to them from Jehovaha spirit of deep sleep that
they should rebel and transgress against JESUS CHRINY,
even unto this day, in otder to provoke to jealousy the rest
of the nations of the carth, and to reconcile the whole
world by their faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of David,'our
king, when they heard the good news by those publishing
His peace,’ who were driven out in reproach from tlie ¢on-
gregation of Isracl. Put now, at this time,-—when from
our transgression against tic Christ of Jchovah, riches
have come to the world in the faith of Christ, and from
the lack of our faith the times of the mations [Genules,]
have been fulfilled, and now their fulness has come in, and
they are established in their faith,—our fulness has aleo
come, that we also, the descendants of Abraham, should be’
blessed by our faith in our brother, Jesus Christ, and that
the God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, shou.d
return to have mercy upon us, and to graft anew into our
holy root, Jesus, the branches which werc broken off, and
that thus all Israel should be saved with an everlasting sal-
vation, Jerusalem, our holy city, should be rebuilt, and the
throne of David should be established forever and cver
Jmen! ’

RECENT CHANGES IN ISRAEL.

Rabbinism for a number of centuries kept the Jews in
its iron grip, but Rabbinism and Talmudism have become
offete.  What has been substituted for them? Monothe-
ism, but no Jehovism; the idea of the unity of God, but
not the knowledge of the living and loving God, who could
not have communion with His people until at last He came
down in the person of Ilis own Son. Monotheism is not

1) Isa. 52:7.
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the authentic New Testament records, that Jesus never
did alter the law or even suggest the abrogation of the -
Sabbath, that He came not to destroy it, but to fulfil it.
But in the face of the clear facts as to Jesus’ teaching is
the other fact that Christians generally observe Sunday
and not the Sabbath; and not onlyso, hutthe observance
of Sunday is from the point of view of the Jew and his
Christian teachers and companions almost the. most,
patent evidence of his conversion. “If you become a
Christian, the first thing you do is to cease observing the
.Sabbath and  ohserve instead the *Christian's Lord’s-
day.””” This is most appalling. Disciples of the Master,
who profess to be devoted to His teachings and willingly
obedient to the will of God through Him, not only cast
aside the law of God and make for themselves a contrary
law, but require others todo it. Such may be truly in the
Kingdom of Heaven, but by our Saviour’s words are of
“the least’’ therein. Matt. 20: 19, ‘

Our readers will be glad toread the following account”

of Joseph Rabbinowitsch, the Jewish Reformer in Bessara-
bia, from the German of the late Prof. Franz Delitzsch.
In view of thé present interest in the national movement
among the Jews, a perusal of what that noble lover of
Israel, who devoted the best of his life to the cause of
Israel's salvation, wrote of Rabhinowitsch and his life
will surely not he untimely. '
' INTRODUCTION.*

When Joseph Rabbinowitsch made his first visit to us
in Leipzic, I asked him to give me a sketch of his life. In
response to this request, he wrote at once two-thirds of
the following Autobiography, written in Hebrew, which
he uses as his proper mother tongue. He afterwards sent-
me the conclusion from Kischineff, which disappointed me

# Jirom the German of Franz Delitzsch.
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by the little that it told us of his conversion to the faith
in Jesus Christ. In answer to the complaint I made on
this account, when he visited us in Leipzic the second tirhe,
he told me that this was purposely done on his part. 1
give, then, this Autobiography here in a faithful German
rendering, and, despite its defective conclusion, the biog-
raphy is, I think, a valuable contribution toward our
knowledge of a most remarkable movement. It is{ol-
lowed by two sermons, and an address translated from
Russian, and a letter translated by myself from the origi-
nal Hebrew, addressed by Rabbinowitsch to a North
American Jewish Christian, who had expressed to him,
through my mediation, his jovous sympathy with the
movement, hut had added an objection to what seemed
to him a too familiar mode of speaking of our Blessed
Lord as ‘“ Jesus our Brother,”" a term which surely finds -
its justification in such passages as Micah 2: 3, where the
men of Judah are called the remnant of Messiah’s Breth-
ren, and Zech.12: 10, where the mourning of repentant
Israel over Him * Whom they pierced” is compared to the
death wail over an only son. LEven as we speak of the
Glorified One by His Hebrew name of Jesus, so may a
Jewish Christian call Him in an historical as well as a
spiritual sense, his ““ Brother.”

Rabbinowitsch has not yet heen allowed to minister
the Holy Sacraments, but preaches constantly in the Jew-
ish dialect or “jargon’’ of Bessarabia. Among his hear-
ers in Kischineffis one Jacob Wechsler, who possesses a
peculiar facility in rendering this ““jargon” into pure He-
brew, which we have followedin our translations.

‘Rabhinowilsch is, for us, a phenomenon full of hope
for Israel’s future conversion to Christ. His sermons,
mostly founded on a double text, one-half taken from the
Old Testament and skilfully combined with the other half
taken from the New Testament, often suggest thoughts
of very deep significance. The Christian spirit which
breathes in them is throughout a reflex of the inspired




244 THE PECULIAR PEOPLE.

Word of the Gospel and Epistles, issuing from a Jewish
“heart. Though the formal Confession of the Faith which
he has drawn up for Israel exhibits throughout a familiar
acquaintance with and conformity tothe Church’s sym-
bols, yet is it equally evident that the type adhered to
in his ordinary teaching has a strong Jewish element, and
is so far original that his methods both of thought and
expression seem directly Orthhercd and in a really gifted
way, from the New Testament and its Divine Apostolic

Word. |
One or two examples of this may be taken from a ser-

mon which has for its subject *‘ The Essence of Faith.”
Rabbinowitsch delights to represent the Holy Tri-unity
as God, His Word, and His Spirit, or, as he in one place

expresses it, Knowledge, the ‘Know.in‘g‘ One, and the
" Known in an absolute sense.

God is for Him the Tri-une, not only as He manifests
Himself in Revelation, but as He is in His own Essence.
He is apart from the created universe, Subject, Object, and
Predicate all in One, that is in Himself. The three Ele-
ments of Faith are for Rabbinowitsch not knowledge, as-
sent, and assurance, but Repentance, Prayer, and Right—
eousness, with reference to the well-known Jewish maxim
(into which he imports a deeper meaning), ‘‘ Repentance,
Prayer, and Righteousness \deliver men from the Wrath
to come.’

Another example of his method of dealing with re-
vealed truth is the use he makes, mfter Apostolic precedent,
of a verse in the Psalter (Psa. 109: 3), which he applies
directly to our Lord when speaking of Him as the Son of
God, who upholdeth all things by the Word of His Power,
and makes Heaven and Earth one in His LLove—he goes
on to 1ep1esc1lt Him as saying of Himself, ““And I am
Prayer?'—i, e., the Eternal Mediator and Intercessor who
for that very reason is also the ““ Teacher sent from God.”

Rabbinowitsch lives and moves in our Hebrew version
of the New Testament, of which we may say w ithout
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boasting that it has foundthe proper and lasting Hebrew

equivalents for many Greck terms (such as mishpat-ha-

banim for ““adoption of sons” and tikkune ha-olam for
“Elements of the World.””) To these and many other

renderings like them Rabbinowitsch owes the suggestion

and expression of some of his noblest thoughts.

It should be mentioned here that without any specific
influence from, or even knowledge of, the so-called * High-
er Criticism’”’ of the Pentateuch, he concurs therewith in
regarding the Priest Code, of themid-hooks (Exodus, last’
chapters, Leviticus and Numbers) as a later addition to
the original Mosaic (prophetical) Legislation contained
in the mid-chapters of Exodus (“ The Book of the Cove-
nant’’), and in Deuteronomy. He insists on the fact that
it was from fanatical adherents of this later Priestly Leg-
islation that the rejection of our Lord’s Messiahship pro-
ceeded, and the bitter persecution which brought him to
the Cross. ’ :

It is in logical accordance with this view that Rab-
hinowitsch regards the Talmud as having been down to
the present day, 2 main source of all the misfortunes and
unlinppiness of Bis people, and so G vightly Chat i is Lhe
confusion made T the Padmnd of Divine Hevelation sith -
aehhiead fradibiomes Ehnt Jesse ooneinit pnbsed fesyiali g flon . -
al exclusiveness in its age-long hostility to the emancipat-’
ing grace of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as ‘‘the end of the
Law for Righteousness.” v

Yet Rabbinowitsch doubtless goes too far in his de- _

“nunciations, for the Talmud itself, and its ally, the Mid- e
rash, certainly contain many Christian ideas and aspira-
tions which are well worth developing, thoughas a whole
they constitute a Chinese wall, which must be demolished
before the Jewish problem can be rightly solved. .

From the same point of view Rabhinowitsch attacks
the Pharisaic observance of the Sabbath, while insisting
on its retention by the Jewish community even after em-
bracing Christ, as their great national remembrance of
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their creation as God’s people by the deliverance from
Egvpt. For alike reason he would retain Circumecision
as a symbol of Jewish re]lglotmnatlonaht) But with his
essentially Pauline position in all other respects we can-
not but hope that he may u}tlmat_e]y see’ his way to pre-
serve the true nationality of his people, in combination
with observance of the Chrls’mcm s Lord’s Day and the

abdndonmcnt of Circumcision. ’

The movement hegun so auspiciously in Kischineff is
for our apprehension a prelude of what, on a world-wide
scale, may be part of the final development of Israel’s vo-
cation among the peoples. :

A sudden universal conversion of the whole Jewish
race is neither conceivable in itselt nor foretold in proph-
ecy. The spiritual revolution which we may hope for
will be brought about by the pervading efforts of God-in-
spired individuals, who, as Hosea prophesied, will call
[srael to repentance (Hosea 6: 1-3), and bid them seek
their God and His Christin the latter day. Hosea 3:5
Individual converts whose hearts are touched will re-
spond to this call and awaketo new life, when the “ blind-
ness in part’’ shall pass away, and a new Judaic religious
nationality of believers in Jesus as the true Messiah will
open its eyes to the glorious world of faith and hope, to
which Israel has-continued blind so long. That time of
the end will, as prophecy assures us, be one of sore dis-
turbance and convulsion, and of far-reaching changes for
the whole world.

joseph Rabbinowitsch appears to us as a morning

# 1t is difficult for us to see why itis at all to be desired that the _Ie\v who
emhmcu Christ should also observe the *‘ Christian’s TLoord’s Day.” That day
—Dby which is meant of course Swusiday—is an ecclesiastical day, without the
least Scriptural foundation, and cannot be required of any Christian o’ the
basis of the New Testament. Moreover, its introduction as a weekly festival
into the Christian schieme of days (Hld its all but universal observance by
Chiristians have beer the chief reasons why the observance of the Sabbath has
been all but lost, which fact has been a stumbling-block to Jews when they -
approach the considerations of the Messiahiship ofjesus of Nazareth., When,
therefore, a movement like the one nowunder cousideration contemplates the
recognition of the Sabbath by Christ-believing Jews, why mar its simplicity

+ bya combination with what is utterly alien ?—XEDITORS OF THE P. P.
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star in the spiritual firmament of his people’s history.
May he, in God’s mercy, continue to shine with true light
tfrom Heaven! ' o

One thing 1s certain. The Churcl’s own history will
not come to end till Israel shall be saved, and hring with
its fulness new life to us also. To many, even Christian
theologians affected by the mists of anti-Semitism, this
expectation may seem chimerical. But surely it is blas-
phemy against the Gospel itself to deny its power to bring
Israel as well as the Géntile world to Christ. Ifit took
[srael a thousand years to turn from idolatry to belief in
one God, shall we despair though millenniums pass ere
they turn from hatred of Jesus to His Love? But when
that day shall come, Israel born, like Saul of Tarsus,
out of due time, will, like him, win fresh triumphs for
the Gospel, and her “receiving’’ prove our ‘“life.”” Rom.
11:15. _

The strange ingrained unchristian hatred of the Jew
which besets tis now will pass away. Thismay seem, and
with man it is, impossible; but not with God, the Al-
mighty, loving Father of us all.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OIF JOSEPH RABBINOWITSCH.®

“So span-long hast Thou made my days, my life as
nothing before Thee.”” Psa. 39: 6. '

The day of my birth was the holy Sabbath, 23d (11th)
September, 1837. My birthplace was Resina, on the
Dniester, a small town in Bessarabia, where I spent the
first ten years of my life. My father was David, son of
Ephraim, son of Rabbi Wolf, of Orgeieff, in Bessarabia.
Through them I am descended from RabbiIsrael, alearned
commentator on the Talmud, who traced his descent from
the primitive Gaonim. My mother’s name was Esther
Sarah. She was a daughter of Nathan Neta, whose fa-

# Abridged from the German of Franz Delitzech.
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ther was a disciple of the celebrated /addlk Rabbi Jacob
Simson of Schofatuvke.
I owed my early tr aining tomy matem'ﬂ grandfather,
Nathan Neta, of Resina, witlh whom my father then living
at the village of Maschkowicz, near Orgeieff, placed me
for education in my early (_hlIdhOOd after my mothcr
death. *

Nathan Neta was an excellent man, learned in the
Law, and a strict adherent of the Bescht, (a form of He-
brew Chasidism) and its devout practices. He cndeaivore;d
from the first to instil in my young mind his own love for
Thora, Talmud, and religious books. He hardly left me
out of his sight night or day (we shared the same bed),
and took me with him three times everv year when he
went on pilgrimage to the learned Rabbi Salmina, of

‘Raschkoff, son of Joseph, and the learned assembly of
Chasidim (devout students) who met at his house. There
he was proud to exhibit my early knowledge of -Hebrew

and the Holy Scriptures. I well remember how in my
eighth vearIrepeatedthewhole Tractate Succoth, Mishna
tor Mishna, before the assembly at the Feast of Tabernacles,
and how Zaddik warned my grandfather notto let me he-
come too precocious. He was, indeed, unweariedimall the
details of my education, interspersing his ins{ructions
with numerous anecdotes of miraculous occurrences, and
of the fates and sayings of learned men. I had to learn
and repeat every day some chaptersout of one or another

‘of the twenty-four hooks of our Bible. T had-also to com-
mit to memory Rashi's Commentary on the Pentateuch,
and other books.

At six: vears old I could repeat the whole Song of
Songs, and still remember how deeply even in childhood 1
was moved by Rashi’s words in the Prologue to his Ex-
position, on how Solomon, filled with the Holvy Ghost,
prophesied in that book of Israel’s repeated captivities,
then still in the future, how they would hewail their form-
er glory, and remember the loving kindness once vouch- .
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safed them by God above all the peoples of the earth, and
would learn to say, “I will go and return to my first hus-
. band, for then it was better with me than now.” .

In 1848 I was already in the second decade of my life,
when, my grandfather heing too old and feeble to con-
tinue the conduct of my education, my good father took
me from Resina, and placed me at Orgeieff under the care
of my widowed grandmother, Rebecca, who, as daughter
and daughter-in-law of Rabbins, wascommonlycalled the
Rabbinerin (Rabbiness). Under her roof I studied the
Talmud night and day for the next five years under very
learned teachers, whom my excellent father paid most
handsomely, quoting on that behalf an utterance of the
Talmud that a man’s requirements for the duties of life
are all predetermined for him, but not the amount that
he shall spend on enabling his children to study the Law,
for which, too, special rewards will be vouchsafed him.

My chief teacher at that time was Rabbi Joseph, son
of Akiba, who belonged to the Chasidic circle of the cele-
brated Zaddik R. Raphael, of Berschid. With him I read
many diflicult passages of the Gemara, the Sohar, and
other books of the deepest Hebrew Mysticism, and among
them the writings of the great Rabbi Pinchas, author of
the Chasidic Masaim, founded on Psa. 34: 14, and Ex.
23:7, “ When a lie shall be abhorred as no less a sin than
a breach of the Seventh Commandment then will mani-
~ fest Himself Messiah the Son of David in His glory.”

R. Pinchas labored diligently at that time with his
disciple, R. Raphael to implant the mystic doctrines of
their Chasidic school, and teach its devout observances
among their youthful hearers at Orgeieff. All our striv-
ing then was through union with the Holy One and His
Shekhina to reach the highest stepsinspiritualknowledge.
More than once have I risen at midnight to weep for the
exile of the Divine Shekhina, and to implore the gift of His
Spirit from the Holy One, who, as the Sohar says, walks
at that hour with blessed soulsin the Garden of Eden.
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My mind at that time was entirely absorbed in
Chasidic devotions, in meditations on the Eternal, and T
took no pleasure in the amusements and occupations of
my youthful companions. ,

‘It happened in my sixteenth year, on the Fast of the
17th Tammuz, 1853, that I was chastising myself at
night-time, in penitential remembrance of the destruction
of Jerusalem, which was followed by the Fall of the Second
Temple, when a messenger of glad tidings appeared with
the announcement of my espousals to Golde, daughter of
Daniel, son of Elia, which had just taken place in the cus-
tomary manner, with the hreaking of costly vessels, in
remembrance of the sack of the Holy City; and were to
be followed at latest in three years’ time by our marriage.
The whole transaction had been accomplished for us by
the fathers on either side, and I had but to bow and smile
acquiescence to the congratulations which poured in up-
on me.

In those days the fire of Chasidic piety glowed on the
altar of my heart, hut a flood of other influences now
came from Central Europe which tended rapidly to quench
its fervor. An imperial ukase. compelled all children of
Hebrews to learn to speak and write the Russian lan-
gnage, and all teachers to read Moses Mendelsohn’s trans-

‘lation of the Pentateuch with their pupils. A new spirit
began to stir within me, and new ideas as to the real
meaning of Law and Prophets served to infuse doubts in
my mind as to theabhsolute sacro-sanctity of my Chasidic
instructors, and the truth of their transcendental inter-
~ pretations of Scripture. I began to read the modern He-
brew literature of the day, and gladly embraced new and
more rational ideas and interpretations, under the influ-
ence of which the overswrought fancies of former teachers
began to fade in my mindlike a dream when one awaketh,
I was greatly helped toward this change by acquaintance
and intercourse with a young man named Jechiel Zebi,
son of Meir Herschensohn, who at that time had a high
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reputation for Talmudic learning in Orgeieff. This new
friend soon began to open my eves as to the real nature
of Kabbala and Sohar, and to show me that these were
but a blinding veil for the minds of their Hebrew readers
‘hiding from them the truth and the right interpretation
of Holy Scripture. He imparted to me some of the con-
clusions which he had drawn from a scientific and histori-
cal study of Law and Prophets. I attached myself daily
‘closer to this new friend, and wesat many hours together
pursuing this, to me, new course of study. One day after
a visit to Kischineff he broughtback with him a little book
which he said had been given him by a Christian Pastor
as one which would show him what Jesus of Nazareth
really taught. It was in fact a Hehrew New Testament
printed in London. “ Perhaps,” added Herschensohn,“ this
was really the Messiah whom Moses and the Prophets
foretold.” He gave me the book which I have by me still.
Other circumstances besides my intercourse with Hersch-
enshon (whom my Chasidic teachers regarded as an
‘““Epicurean’ or Rationalist), led to a breach between me
and my old way of thinking, and former teachers such as
R. Joseph of Berschid, which compelled me to think of
leaving Orgeieff. T retired to my father’s house in the
village of Maschcowicz, where he carried on his business.
There I zealously pursued the study of a fresh set of old
Jewish writers, of Maimonides, Albo, Gaon, which I had
commenced in Orgeieff. I frankly proclaimed mvnew con-
victions that the whole Chasidic system of mystic The-
ology rested on self-deception, and was irreconcilable with
sound reason. My father by no means discouraged me in
pursuing this new mental development, and gave me every
assistance that I needed.

The time at length arrived for my marriage with
Golde, who was now (1856) seventeen years of age, and
is still my faithful and beloved wife. We were united in
holy matrimony on the 7th Tebeth, and I continued for
eighteen months to reside with my father-in-law, Daniel
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Goldenberg, at Orgeieff, and renewed my intimate inter-
course with Herschensohn. I had hardly any other inti-
mate friends there, though I daily attended prayers at the
Beth-ha-Midrash. ’

After residing a year-and-a-half at my father-in-law’s
house, I hired one for myself in Orgeieff, and opened a
small shop with the help of my wife’s marriage portion of
800 silver roubles. '

In 1859 our dawning prosperity was suddenly ruined
by a fire which destroyed sixty-six houses in Orgeieff, and
deprived me and my wife, with our infant son, of all our
little property. ’

The next decade was a time of much bitter suffering
and anxiety. Yet did my great losses and my consecuent
poverty exercise a wholesome influence on my mind, driv-
ing me to fresh studies and occupations. I had some ac-
quaintance with law which I carefully improved, and soon
became legal adviser to my countrymen, far and near-
My advice and my advocacy were invoked on all sides,
and God granted me good success. T hecame also a con.

tributor to various Jewish newspapers, and well-known

as a promoter of education and enlightenment among my
people. Zederbaum, the founder of Jewish journalism in
those parts, welcomed my co-operation. I established a
school in Orgeieff for instruction in Talmud, Torah, and
the-Hebrew and Russian languages; theschool did a good
work and my endeavors on hehalf of education were ob-
served with favor in the highest government circles of
Kischineff and Odessa. " I becarme a member of the Society
for Promoting Enlightenment among Jews in Russia;
wealthy families in Kischineff and the neighborhood gave
me employment, and a newera of prosperity began for me
in 1866 with the formation of a large business in Orgeieff,
for the sale of tea and sugar in the town and neighbor-
hood, which I conducted withsuccess. Moreover in 1869
[ was elected to a post in the Landrath of the district of
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- Orgeieft, such as no Israelite had up to that time filled.

’

So ended my third decade.

Anyone acquainted with the difficulties which heset
the Israelite in Russia will understand my earnest desire,
and endeavors for the advancement of my people which I
then thought could be accomplished by education and
enlightenment only. The spirit of the new time would
soon, I trusted, set them free. The emancipation of so
many thousands.of serfs in Russia by the high-minded
generosity of the Emperor Alexander II,, and the emanci-
pation of the negro slaves in the United States of America,
which was effected by the great war between North and

South, diffused a hreeze of freedom and deliverance which .

I sucked in with avidity on my people’s behalf, and awalk-
ened in me hopes that the nations of Europe would soon
begin to see that their Jewish brother also is a man, and
remember that the earth is given to the children of men.
But now came a great disappointment of my hopes
based on the liberating power of mere intellectual enlight-
enment. The crushing blow inflicted upon France in
1870-71, showed me how little the highest advances in
civilization may avail a great people in the day of adver-
sity, and that such alone would not save Israel. Then
again the horrible persecution which in 1871 hroke out in
Odessa greatly troubled me. I then found that education
and enlightenment so far from shielding Jews from the
rage of their enemies, made them and their nationality all
the more odious to their Christian neighbors. The Jews
of Odessa were the first to change costume, language, and
proper names, in order to be more like their neighbors,
who in their turn were the first to overwhelm with scorn
and reproach, and to threaten them with destruction. If1
the third place, my work and official position as & member
of the Landrath, taught me how little there was of sin-
cerity behind the apparent friendship in which many Jeivs
and Christians stood to one another. _
I'lost all spirit to continue my work at Orgeieff, sold
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my large business there, settled all my accounts, and
moved to Kischineff on 9th November, 1871, with my
wife and children, four daughters and one son, who was
already attending the gymnasium at Kischineff.. Lhired
a flat in a good house in the midst of my own people and
the center of the town, and intended at first ’tjo carry on a
business in tea and sugar and other articles to be supplied
from Odessa. But I heard an inner voice sdying to me:
"' Leave trade and traffic; it will bring theeﬁo blessing.
Be an adviser and an advocate of thy oppressed people,
and I will be with thee!” I obeyed what I felt was a di-
vine call. T had a large circle of friends and aicquaintzmce‘
who gladly availed themselves of my legal knowledge and
experience in various difficulties with the government and
in the Courts of Justice, and were ready and willing to
pay for my assistance. I bought a piece of land in a quiet
part of the town on which I built a comfortable house,
and moved my family into itin 1873, less b)} my young-
est little daughter (Tikwa), who fell a victim to the
cholera when it raged in Kischineffin 1872. I soon be.
came a much sought and much visited personality. Many
in sore need implored my help. Many widows and or-
- phans told me among floods of tears, sad stories of op-
pression, and in too many cases I discovered that the op-
pressor himself was a son of Abraham. Moreover persons
of wealth and position confided to me their private affairs,
or consulted me on matters of municipal policy, in which
I was ready to help them with no other payment than
their grateful thanks. Inthis period I studied Holy Seript-
~ure at home, and also gave lessons in Hebrew and Rus-
sian. Our Jewish public worship I attended on Sabbath
and Holy days only, and was always ready to give up
the leisure hours of the Sabbath-day to the ExcEpTION Of
inquiring friends who came with questions of theological
and scientific interest.

In those days it was ordered by Providence that the
learned journalist, Alexander Zederbaum removed from
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Kischineff to St. Petershurg, in order to publish his journ-
al, The Interpreter (Ha-Melitz), in Hebrew and Russian,
in the centre of Russian life and activity. He gladly in-
voked my assistance as a native of Kischineffin his new
sphere, to act as reporter and correspondent, and as an
earnest of Jewish liberties and the amelioration of our
people’s condition. He urged that now himself in a posi-
tion to gather information and exercise influence at head-
quarters, the time was come for us both to make e com-
bintd effort to raise our people’smoral and social position,
and that I should set myself to write a series of papers and
essays with this object in view, which might appear regu-
larly in his journal at St. Petershurg.

I felt that thiscloseappeal to my conscience must not he
neglected, and was more zealous than ever in calling pub-
lic attention to the low moral and intellectual condition
of my compatriots in Bessarabia, and to their special
needs. My efforts in this direction were not without

effect.

About this time the cruel war broke out Dbetween
Servia and Bulgaria on the one hand and Turkey on the
other. The Emperor Alexander I1. resolved to assist the
two Slavonic States in their efforts to gain their national
freedom by sending Russian troops across the Danube,
and Kischineff was the head-quarters of this army in the
south. : S

My own zeal on my people’s behalf was naturally
awakened, and hope renewed that the end of two millen-
niums of oppression might be approaching, but no help
was torthcoming for Israel. When I heard how the nota-
bles of the Bulgarian people assembled themselves in the
ancient Cathedral of Tirnova to thank the God of Heav-
en for deliverance from a tyrany of five hundred years,
tears flowed from my eyes, and T exclaimed, “0O Lord
God ot Israel, when shall it be Thy gracious will to raise
the horn of Thy chosen people? When wilt Thou take to
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Thyself Thy power and reign over Thy long-forsaken and
shame-covered Zion?” * ‘

In 1878 T wrote a well-known pamphlet, entitled
Sabri maranan werabbanan—What think ye, our Lords
and Rabbins? which appeared in the Hebrew journal,
Morning Light (Haboke Or), and endeavored to show
how the Rabbinate itself (7. e., the body of the Jewish
clergy) might be reformed and lifted up out of its present
impotent condition as the first necessary antecedent of
any real improvement in the state of the Jewish people,
now lost in the mazes of poverty, ignorance, indolence,
and unbelief, which must make the existence of true relig-
ion among them impossible. Many nights did I sit in
consultation with the learned Dr. Levinton, anxiously in-
quiring how our people might he engaged of their own
free will in agricultural pursuits, as the most useful and
profitable of occupations, and so he raised out of their pres:
entmiserable condition ofhopeless, crushing poverty. With ™
the consent of Government in Kischineff we called a large
meeting of our principal citizens, and endeavored to estab-
lish a society for the assistance of poor people undertak-
ing garden work, and I addressed the Jews generally in
their own dialect, for the furtherance of the same cause,
setting them a practical example in my own person and
those of my two sons, David and Nathan, who worked
with me daily in our owngarden plot. With a-like end in
view for Russian Jews generally, I wrote frequently to
Zederbaum’s journal in St. Petersburg. At the same time
I did my best to-improve the synagogal service at Kischi-
neff by providing a new and handsome House of P ayer,
with a good choir, and by removing from the service all
objectionable features. This I accomplished with a gen-
eral concurrence. Insuch ways as these my activities on
Israel’s behalf, during this my fourth decade, were mainly
practical. My conviction now was that the time for
writing and theorizing was gone hy—that what our peo-
ple mainly needed was in the first place active, healthy
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employment, which might take them out of their misera-
ble trafficking in silks and satins, gold and silver rarities,
embroideries, and the like—that even our boast to have
first created and then ruled theé mercantile system of the
modern world was no longer maintainable; that, in fact,
we are, and must remain, as the prophet Amos tells us,
“a little one” among the nations. Amos 7: 2, 5. To
thoughts like these I gave expression in an essay which
appeared in Zederbaum’s journal, whose Hebrew title
may be rendered, ““ Hasty Scribes and Boastful Traders.’

And so I enter on my present and fifth life’s decade,
and the period of the movement toward Christianity
among the Jews of Russia. Many events in its first years
turned my mind to fresh problems on behalf of Israel. The
death of the just, gentle, high-minded sovereign, Alexan-
der IT., was followed by the terrible persecutions which
broke out in Jelisabitgrad, Warsaw, Kieff, Balta, and
other places, and the flight or banishment of many thou-
sand Jews to America and Palestine. These awful occur-
rences helped me at length to recognize Him of whom
Moses and the Prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, who
said of Himself (John 18:37), *“To this end was I born
and came into the world, that I may bear witness unto
the Truth. Everyone thatis of thé Truth hHeareth My
voice,”” whom I now recognize as my lLord and my
God.

Here Ilay down my pen. and lifting up my eves to
Him who now sitteth on the right hand of the Majesty
on high, I say to Him, “ Wilt thou still be angry with us?
Shall thy wrath burn like fire for ever? Wilt thou not
turn again and quicken us, that thy people may rejoice in
thee?” O that I might hear what God the Lord will say
concerning us, that He would speak peace to His people
and to His saints, so that they turn not again to follyv!
Yet is His salvation nigh to them that fear Him, that
Glory may dwell in our land. Amen. '

N

KISCHINEFE, 27 November, 1886,
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all preliminaries, and when these are completed the mar-
riage takes place. A bride ten vears of age is not uncom-
mon among Jews and Moslems, and very common at
twelve and fourteen. The latter age, fourteen, is not an
unusual one for Christian girls to. assume the duties of
wifehood. These child marriages and the methods used
to bring them about result in great unhappiness and fre-
quent divorce.

Divorce is disgracefully common among the Jews, and
may be obtained by the husband for the shightest provo-
cation. The rabbis have power to grant these, and do so
for the modest sum of thirty piasters—less than a dollar
and a half. This practice strikes at the sanctity of the
home, and makes the life of many a wife one of continued
fear-lest her hushand, displeased in some way,should send
her away. The breaking of the marriage bond is of fre-
quent occurrence among the Moslems also, and a very
easy process, the husband simply ordering his wife to
leave. Among the Christians the rules of the Church pre-
vent such unnatural proceedings. [ have heard of sepa-
-ations heing granted, but never a divorce, by the ecclesi-
astical officials.  With matrimonial affairs the local gov-
ernment has no concern.  These are allin the control of
the spiritual heads of the various religious communities.

From the above brief description of homeé life in mod-
ern Jerusalem there can he little gleaned by the diwellers
in American homes that will cause feelings of envy.—The
Indepenclent.

JOSEPH RABINOWITZ ON ZIONISAL
In'a Hebrew letter just received from Joseph Rabi-
nowitz, of Kishineft, Bessa rabia, South Russia, heexpresses
his opinion of the congress of Zionists, heldin Basle, Switz-
erland, last August. We translate:
wThe conference of Zionists in the city of Basle were
assembled against Jehovah and against His Christ. - The

~
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majority of those who bear the name of Zionists are relyels

and transgressors whom Jehovah, the God of Israel, will

purify out from among His people as tares from the wheat.
that they may not go+into the land of Is rael. . Bzek, 20-

88. This that the Jews in Jerusalem and in Palestine

have begun to do, in that they are speaking Hebrew, is

not that in this pure language all nations may call upon

the name of Jehovah to serve Him shoulder to shoulder in”
the name of the one Lord Jesus the Messiah, but that they

may glory in their wisdom and that it may appear to all

the inhabitants of the world that they are their own'
rulers. * Who is lord overus?’ Psa.12:4.

“Itremains for us who believe in Jehovah and in His
Christ according to the Gospel of the Apostle Paul to wait
a lrttle moment until the days of purification and the test-
ing of the people of Israel are completed. Then, only
then, after the purifying will Israel call upon the name of
Jehovah, and He will answer him and say, ‘ He ig my peo-
ple,” and the true Isracl in whom is no guile will say,
‘Jehovah is my God." Zech. 13:9.7

THE January issue of Tup Prcurisr ProrLe, a Chris-
tian monthly devoted to Jewish interests, containsg a
goodly amount of reading along political, social, literary
and religious lines. The tone of the magazine is o] ar and
lofty, Christ the Redeemer of the world being exalted in
every line.—7he Nortl and West.

TuE Sabbath was appointed to he ajoyv tous. What
greater joy can there e than to hear the words of the
Law and to be satiated with angels’ food and the bread
of Heaven?

God is holy and we ought to he holy as He is. All,
therefore, that we do ought to be donein accordance with
His thought.—Cn. 7. Lucky.

A XEW Jewish Technica] School, where mstruction in
other subjects is also to he given, will shortly he opened
m Lodz.
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"MR. JOSEPH RABINOWITZ'S

- Sermons and @A ddresses.

Sermon preached by Mr. Joseph Rabinowitz to the Jews z'n‘
Kischeneff, Bessarabia.

Having read Gen. xii. 1-4 and John viii. 51-59, and after
having offered prayers, the preacher said :—

Brethren according to the flesh!  Many a time have I had
the honour of attempting to rouse you from the sleep of sorrow
in which you have fallen by reason of the great trials that
overtook you in recent times, and to bring to your minds the
words of the Prophet Is. (xlv. 25) ““In the Lord shall all the
seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.” This I shall
repeat even a hundred and one times; that it is in vain you
try to justify yourselves before the European nations by your
wisdom, in which the learned among you pride themselves and
say, ‘‘ Among us Jews too are philosophers, doctors and men
well versed in every branch of science, who with their books
enrich the libraries,” &c., and you therefore think you have a
right to enjoy the fruit of their labours. It is equally vain to
boast of your ancestry; that you are an everlasting people,
offspring of the patriarchs of the world, the children of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, who found the truth, at a time:- when the
ancestors of the European nations were still living in gross
darkness and after the lusts of the flesh. What has taken
place recently, days in which you and the learned among you
thought you needed no more the light of the sun by day,
neither the brightness of the moon by night, looking upon
modern science as your everlasting light, and learning to be
your glory ! this has sufficiently revealed unto you, that after .
all you are poor, and destitute of everything. There is no
listening ear to your wisdom ; first, ‘ the poor man’s wisdom
is despised,”-said Solomon ; secondly, becausa the Buropsans
say, “ your wisdom is ours, and- your knowledge is pur
knowledge, and everything new among you is ours! for have

rou brought anything of this kind with you when you o
{rom Asig to Burope-whereby. you could benefit her chik
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Is it by the aid of your mathematics which you employ con-
cerning the measure .of a MPY dountain in which women. or
men’ immerse for- purifieation,) Of .coneerning a D (booth,)
that Ga.l;ho made his great astronomical discoveries ? Or is it
?_15’ Wth&n ag}d ;)f t)éewd’;sc(gﬁ:;i;‘m of Rav and Samuel as to whether

N (India) an opia) were n
tha']'f‘th C%I:E’Pu;ﬂiscovered frggrica; ear esch ofher or not,
, The Talmud with all its ingenulty, of which you i
still a sealed book to them, and of yWhich they iave bﬁﬁfb'yé:
bad taste to enjoy ! They say, “Jew, take what is yours !
Take the Talmud, and go to Babylon with it! We desire
neither its sting nor its honey.” °As regards your boasting
upon gour ancesiry, are they too well acquainted with Kriloff's
fable of the geese, who having complained at the farmer
putting them in & basket like prisoners, and carrying them to
Fhe ml;.rket to be sold, since their ancestors were instrumental
1n saving Rome—the owner said to them, “ Yes, it is true :
your zl,::a;tors were & means of saving Rome, but what have
‘ gg%ev nﬁng% ) By what act have you rendered yourselves
e, brethren, have nothing but in God to glo

when we bave turned in faith and love to thg C?c,»d of Israel
who alone is able to save, that we shall be put on the same
level with other nations, when we shall be a wise and under-
standing people, and we shall exist ag long as the heavens ; it
is then that the death of our nationality will be swallowed u
for ever, our shame will be taken away from us, and we shaﬁ
dwell safely beneath the wings of our Messiah, J esus of
Nazareth, the mighty God, the Prince of Peace; no ong
ria-kmg us afraid, as predicted by our faithful prophets. On
the other hand, if we remain obstinate and say, ‘“ Whois God
g:tsm}aougg ‘serve.Hig.? Y)Vho is the Son Jesus Christ that

; 07 elieve 1n Him? We have
with science, with politics, with the econorﬁ;a?)? Ea)'ufg;:?a;g:

&ve access t0 the Stock-exchange and the banks as we have
access to the Talmud and its commentaries,” then misfortune
and distress will meet us at every step, and only death and
de;tmchoz;f,wﬂ]] have their rule over ug!

am perfectly aware, brethren, that

surprised at my statements, and think S(])Im:n? frz:g ‘& ?th?ihei?
not for fear of the Government, would take up stones from the
streets, and woruld_stone me, because I speak to them in the
name of God,_ and in the name of Jesus Christ, But since I
was seized with love to my people, since the Jewish question

in Russia was kindled in e, sineé my heart began to realize

. the power of the blood of the-Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, our

It is only
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Brother according to the flesh, and the cleansing efficacy of
the water which came forth from His pierced side, as the
fountain opened to the House of David and to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness, I cannot keep silence;
and as long as I shall live, I shall not cease from telling our
people of the great sin they committed against the Son of
David, against this Jesus Christ, whom-God raised to be the -
light of the Gentiles, and the glory of His people Israel. How
mysterious the dealings of the Jews seem to be in their
rejection of the rod that came out of the stem of Jesse ! The
rebellion is as strong to-day among our people, the brethren of
Jesus Christ according to the flesh, as it was on Golgatha on the
day when the Righteous One'was crucified!  To this day, those
of our Jewish brethren who cast His cords of love and mercy
from off their shoulders, repeat the blasphemous words which
the father of lies spoke through the mouths of the seribes and
Pharisees, ““ His blood be upon us, and upon our children!”
Our Jewish brethren to-day, as those of old generations, teach
their children to repeat the words just-as they have been
uttered by those of old, and as they are written in the Gospels
to their everlasting shame. Forif not for this practice, how
do they come to know this expression, since the Gospels are
neither known nor read by them !

From the few verses I read to you, dear friends, from the
Gospel of 8t. John, you can see, that at the end of the
existence of the second Temple, when the glory of Israel was
already fallen to the ground, when the holy City was under
the rule of the Romans, and the temple in the hands of priests
who disregarded everything that was holy, even at that time
every truth-loving man among Israel mourned secretly over
the loss of his people and their land. Considering the
surrounding circumstances, they thought that God would put
a similar end to the people of Israel as that of the people of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and that He would wipe away Israel
with all the precious promises given to them by the prophets
of God. Nevertheless the Scribes and the Pharisees turned
their eyes away from the deplorable state in which Israel was,
neither did they care for the glory of God or for the Word of
God ; and although by their outward circumstances they were
lying in the dust; yet, these poor men boasted of their ancestry
in the sight of other nations; that they were the seed of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; and towzlrds their own brethren,
they boasted of their learning; that they alone understood the
meaning of the Law given on mount Sinai, that they only
could solve difficult questions concerning the Law, taking the
chief seats in the Synagogues and loving to be greeted.in the
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miarkets; and when the Teagher of Galiles, the Son. of David,
said to them, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, if* a man keep
my saying, he shall never- see death,” the wise Jews who
were arrayed with long fringes and black phylacteries said ‘to

Him, “ Now we know that Thow hast a devil. Abraham is dead,-

and the prophets, and Thou sayest, if a man keep my saying,
he shall never taste of death. Art Thou greater than our

father Abraham which is dead? and the prophets are dead, -

whom makest Thou Thyself?

For the Scribes and Pharisees, who were wige in their. own
conceits, and who considered the law of God from a human
point of view, only as commands of an srbitrary king, cal-

culated to crush His subjects under His feet, or t6 bind “the -
hands and feet of the sons of Abraham, that they should not- .
stray away into other peoples’ fields for pasture, namely, that.
they should not mix with other nations, over whom, according ™ -

to their own estimation, God would have po dominion what-
ever—the word ‘¢ Death ”’ of which Jesus Christ, the Son of
God sppke, was difficult to comprehend, as difficult as" the
expression ' Purity” which is acceptable before God; they
thought it enough to make clean the outside of the cups and
the platters, (Luke xi. 31-40,) or as difficult as the term

*Rest” on Sabbath, which they explained to mean cessation .
from doing any good (Mark iii, 4) By the term ¢ death,”

tbey only .understood the death of the flesh, forgetting the
s_pmtua.! death, the separation of the soul from the bundle of
-Iife, which is at the right hand of the Life of lives, and the
casting of the same into Hell. It was on this account that

- they were angry with the Teacher, who came from the insigni-

ficant Galilean town of Nazareth, and Who by the force of His
B words, which were uttered in truth and righteousness, won the
hearts “of the people of the City of the great King, full . of
scnbgs yvho said, ¢ Now we know that Thou hast a devil, and
that it is only by his power that the people are led away, but
Thou possessest not the right understanding, which is only
our lot. Why, Abraham is dead and the prophets, as the cave
of Machpelah which is in Hebron, and the tombs of the
prophets which we built, do testify ! ” It was therefore that
the Son of God answered them with divine wisdom, that it
was only through their love for honour and superiority over
their brethren, that in every thing théy saw only themselves,
but not God ; and it was on that account that they could not
understand Him, and that the law and the prophets were still
& sealed bgok 0 them. He then turned their attention to Him-
?ﬁ saying, “ If I honour myself; wy honour iz nothing, it ismy
‘] ,.atrhe};(n,ot my King): that honouret B

“the, of Whom: ye say . s
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with your lips that He is your God, yet ye have not known
Him " with your hearts and spirits ; for Abraham your father,
to whom God said, “I will make of thee u great nation, and I

“will bless thee and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a

blessing . . . and in thee shall all the families of the earth

‘be blessed,” is not dead, and that he of whom God gaid, * Shall

I hide from him that thing which I de,” rejoiced to see my day
in the fulness of time, when he would be a great nation, and
when all the families of the earth would be blessed in him.

" He saw it was through the Messiah, the Son of Man and God,

Who was to bring an everlasting righteousness and true peace
to-all mankind, that all the promises given to him (Gen. xviii.
19) would be fulfilled, and therefore he rejoiced.  As the

" Psalmist says, *Light is sown for the righteous, and glad-

ness for the upright in heart.” But on the other hand
Solomon says, ‘ Though thou shouldest bray a fool in &
mortar . . . with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness
depart from him.” (Prov. xxvii. 22). These foolish Pharisees
were more angry over that, and exclaimed, ‘ Thou art not yet
fifty years old, and hast Lhou seen Abraham ?”  Notice, they
did not say, ‘“has Abraham seen thee?” With that they
meant to say, that they also believed in the existence of
Abraham, and that he was well acquainted with .what was
going on in this world, as it is stated m the Talmud, * that
God shewed to Adaro every generation to come, together with
respective learned men, and commentators,” but it was im-
possible the son of the carpenter Joseph, one who was despised
and rejected of all men, should have seen Him. It was there-
fore that our Lord said, ** Verily, verily, I say unto you, before
Abraham was, I am.” Feeling the power of His words which
shattered their pride to atoms in the sight of the multitude,
and feeling that they could not conquer Him with idle words,
they resorted to actions, ¢ then they~took up stones to cast
upon Him: but Jesus bid Himself, and went out of the
Temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.”
Dear brethren! Eighteen hundred and fifty years passed
since your forefathers quarrelled with the Angel of the
Covenant, Jesus, Who suddedly came fromm Galilee to His
Temple, which was full of Scribes and Pharisees, although
they saw many miracles wrought by Him ; and to-day you are
doing the same! You are'stilllha.tdening your hearts and
boasting of your noble ancestry, that you are the seed of
Abraham, and priding yourselves in your great learning
concerning Sabbath, Passover, lawful or forbidden food, meat-

- -gnd-milk, &c., which help to grind the dry bones into powder,

and which prevent the poor people from tasting the sweetness
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of the: covenank which God made with us through His Son

JFostis-in the holy: €ity of Jerusalem. You, too, whose desire
is only:toaccimulate money and to obtain-honour frem your
brothek Jehabod, .are astonished at the words : “If a man
keep. my saying, he shall never sco deatlr; *’ and with mouths
full of moekery you say to.each other, ¢ Why, Abrahaimn is
desd and the prophets ! 7  But this is becanse you, like your
ancestors; do not compreherd the real meaning of the terms,
+ }ife-and death, clean or unclean, rest or labour.” ¢ Life,”
in your opinion is, to possess thonsands of Rubles; * purity,”

is fo-be immersed in the stagnant water of the ¢ Mikveh,” and -

“rest,” is to have a lot of money on interest in the Imperial

" ‘Bank, and to be able to say fo your souls, “Soul, thou hast .

much goods laid up for many yeais; take thine ease. eat, drink
and be merry.” (Luke xii. 19.) This is the sole cause of your

not being able to grasp either the Heavenly Father, His. -

Messiah, or,the Holy Spirit who is working in every one. In
an age when all the truly wise of other nations tremble with
holy fear at every word written in the prophets, believing that
pot a single word will fall to the, ground, and seeing in the
crucifixion of the Messiash and His resurrection, all the
predictions of our prophets fulfilled, as also dur Lord said, I
am nat come to destroy the law, but to fulfil-it,” (Matt. v. 17)
and as His last words on the cross were, *“ It is finished ! ”
even in an age like this, you say in your hearts that all the
grand.things promiged by the-prophets are gone for ever, and
that you have nothing more to rely upon but upon your under-
standing and your money, to accumulate riches on every hand,
- to-cheat right and loft, and to make no distinction between a
" brother of your own people and one .of another nation. If
anyone tells you faithfully that Jesus is not a God who cannot
help; but that  He 18 mighty io save,” and that Heis not, as
you are in the habit of thinking; only. the portion of the un-
circumecised Gentiles, who for a glass of brandy take the
candlesticks from off your tables on a Sabbath-day, because it
is not lawful for you to touch them ; if anyone tells you, ‘ not
8o brother! this is the Messiah Whom Abraham saw and
rejodced over; for through Him God accomplished all the
promises given to Abraham, namely, ¢ Abraham shall surely
beeome & t and mighty nation, and all the nations of the
eaxth shall be blessed in him,” and thatthe stones of the field
havealso become Abraham’s cﬁilQren, and that He was the ruler
in Ig’rqe},_ whose goings forth have beenfrom old, from everlast-
ing,” (Mic. v. 1) thén your hainds are ready to lift up stones to
" 'stone him, and it is only by Ged’s mercy, and government pro-
- Yaetion, that such & man- can pass ame g 3

u anmolested | - mge:
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How long, brethren, will you be foolish? How long will
you destroy your people and your nationality ? How long will
you count your hopes resting upon the law, and how long will
you bear the covenant of God only wpon your lips?  How long
will you consent with thieves?  And how long will you speak
against your Brother Jesus Christ? Learn this, my brethren,

and remember, that it is only in Jehovah and in His Son

Jesus Christ, our righteousness, the geed of Israel shall be
justified, and shall glory. Amen. ’ :

4 Sermon preached by Mr. Joseph Rabinowitz to the Jews
in Kischeneff, Bessarabia.

Having read Deut. xvii. 4-20 and Luke xxii. 24-39, and
having offered a long and touching prayer, the preacher turned
to the audience and said :—

Dear brethren, people of Israel! a name which fills my
whole body with emotion! Israel is the mysterious and
glorious name in which are hidden great thoughts, and with
which are associated precious recollections.

But what are the people who go by that name now? Alas!
I tremble when I think of it! Is your name * Israel,” my
people? why, you are called ““Jew!™ robbed, spoiled and
hated by alll! ~Is this the people God has chosen to be His
peculiar treasure?_the people to whom the law and prophets,
which is the source of all life to all people under heaven, were
given? Is that the Israel who possessed laws, given by the
faithful lawgiver Moses, as well as a king and judges, three
thousand years ago, as well ordered and calculated as those of
any enlightened country at the present time? What has
become of you, O, my people? You have fallen!! Why, you
look sad ; no one recognising you!! Ob, yes, you are ill ; and
alas! long are the days of yourillness! But when will you be

S healed? Even the wise of all nations are astonished at™ you;

of course, not at the duration of your illness, but at the per-
petuity of your existence. They see many nations like Assyria,
Babylon, Edom and Moab have vanished from under heaven;
bust you, Israel, in spite of all the srﬂerings, persecutions’ and
tribulations which have befallen you in your dispersion, are
still alive! I will tell you what you are like. You are like &
ship that was wrecked, but not sunk. You see the top of its
mast above the water, moving hither and thither. Many

. vesgels-pass” by it, some reaching safely their -destinations,
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others, sinking to the bottom. - But that wreck is in the same
geition ; it does not float, neither does it sink. . You are in a
similar condition; my people Israel! You are sick, wounded,
fallen and bruised ; there is nothing whole on your body ; your
head is failing you, your feet are heavy, all your feelings dead.
* But the heart is still beating, and now and then one can see
some of your ‘members move and struggle, and some features
of life manifested in your face. You are still alive; you still
bear the name of Israel. You still reel to and fro in the sea of
the -nations; you are not dead unto corruption ; neither are
{gu alive among the living! And in this fearful state you
ve been for centuries. It is a riddle; and as such you have
“been looked upon by the wise of all nations.”
But they consider the subject indifferently, only as a strange
phenomenon in nature. They do it like geological students
about some island, instituting inquiries whether there was
befere all water, but by some means earth accumulated and
became what it was, or it was before & large continent and the
sea inundatedit, and by and by it would be drowned alto-
gether. - It is'in this manner that the wise of the nations are
investigating you. - But this is not the case with your brother
and your kinsman, whose soul is mourning over your present
deplorable state without any token for good !

The compilers of the Talmud first, and after them the
rabbis, have certainly apprehended the seriousness of the ill-
negs and attempted to remedy it. But what with? With a
nice “ Ethrog” (citron?), black Phylacteries, stringent
' injunctions concerning the clearing of leaven, long fringes, -

long forelocks, &¢. Hundreds of years elapsed without the
least change-in the condition. Israel then began to see that
their leaders caused them to err, and that there was no healing
virtue in their medicines; Bay, it had the opposite effect! it
contributed towards making t{leir names abhorred in the sight
of the European nations ! - They then threw off their band-
ages with which their. Doctors had bound them up, and
commeneed to live according to the modern -time, hoping to
find healing in its wings.

Theq&ro‘s“e Moses Mendelsohn, the chief of the Jewish wise,
and tried with much philosophy to find another remedy for
his oppressed and. distressed brethren ; and that was, to wipe
off altogether the name ‘ Nation ” from off the back of Israel !
He -asserted that Israel had . nothing to do with nationality.
They should no more be called nation ; but dispersed brethren
of ome religion. - Jews Jlivipg in Germeny, are German
followers of Moses ; Jews reiding in F¥ance, French followers
f Moses; and thos&ar

g‘sj&; Bussian followers of Moses, &, -
% Bs * R EY B . N
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The disciples of that philosopher rejoiced at that invention and
tried with their publications to carry it out; believing that by
it they would get absorbed among the Gentiles, and find rest.
The ship “ Israel ” would thus sink, that even the top of the
mast be seen no more.

But not a century passed before the spirit of jealousy, the
child of that amalgamation, gave birth to anti-semitism, which
broke forth like a hurricane, breaking the windows into
shatters, tearing feather-beds into shreds, bringing about a
moaning all over the world, making the sea of the world like
a boiling pot, and the ship * Israel” again brought up and
thrown on the shore of new sufferings ! so that in recent times
editors of newspapers and their journalists lifted up their
voices, blaming Moses Mendelsohn as being the cause of all
this suffering; and showing that Israel must keep up her
nationality, being ‘‘ a people that dwelleth alone,” and not
get amalgamated with the Gentiles, and that her remedy
would only be found in changing Europe for Palestine.
When Israel returns to the land which they left 1800 years
ago, she will also return to her former strength and find rest
from all her troubles. .

But how return ? and by what means? I will tell you what
these vain talkers are like. They are like to three physicians
who met around the bed on which was lying a man very
dangerously ill, who suffered fearfully and who could not stir a
limb. The first physician asked what his occupation was; the
second inquired after his name, in order to be able to write
the prescription, as if the name formed a vital factor among
the ingredients ; the third thinking how he could change the
position of the bed! Not one of them thought of the
dangerous state in_which that patient was; the few numbered
moments he had left vanished in the meanwhile, and his e:nd
came quickly to go into the grave where there is no question
about names, occupation or places. Such are your
physicians, O Israel ! )

And what will you donow ? Are you going to wait another
two thousand years, trying the latest medicine, the colonisation -
of Palestine with the money of the rich, a scheme which is
founded on nothing? I hear on all sides complaints of the
great sufferings. I am sorry for you my people, that you
drank and drained the cup of ipedicine those vain physicians
administered to you from time to time, and which became a
deadly poison in your inside, which was empty of all heavenly
nutriment! Have you forgotten, that in the Law which you
read twice a week it is said, I Jehovah am thy physician?”

-You read.it many times, but have not ‘once thought about it !
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i ‘ » same question is raised by the, anti-
-g;l'l’h?s'?m'i';e truT::.nswer t:)l that question is in the words of
our Lord, ¢ That the works of God should be made u_m.mfet in
him.” Tt is for thisreason that you bave been permitted to be
stricken with blindness, and to suffer humiliation and depriva-
tion: and it is for the same reason that you still exist, 1n order
that you may in the end, after you have returned to love, ‘and
%o believe in His Son Jesus Christ, whom He sent to be the
propitiation for all mankind, be healed through Jesus Christ,
like that blind man at Jerusalem. When you return to look
at the true light, in which g.ll srus believers walk, 1t 18 thzn
that you will become a glorious people; ‘and Jesus Christ; who
descended into hell and then asgended to heaven, will come
down again to cast all your sins into the depth of the sea, and
will bring up the ship Tstael”’ from the bottom of the sea:‘of
tribulation, repair it like & new one, and it shall carry blessing
to the world. The Prince of Peace will make peace between
Tarael and the other nations, and then the words of the prophet
will be fulfilled, * The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and young
lion and the fatling together; ” through the little child that
leads them, who is Jmsus CHRIST, blessed for ever and ever.
Amen.

e

IN LONDON. ‘
An Address to the Weekly Sewing Class of over 100 Jewesses
at Wellclose Squire, on Detember 28th, 1886.

‘Diak SisTERS, DAUGHTERS OF rae Housk oF ISRABL!

To your brother Joseph, being himself a Russian Jew, all
the troubles that befel you since you have been turned out
from your fathers’ or Husbands’ houses, till you came into
this room where we are gathered just now, are well known.
T ap not going to enumerate theém ; for theg_are more than

" the inhabitants of London.. My heart is aching for you. I
" ean picture it to my mind how often you have knocked at the
doots of the rich Jews, beseeching them with tears of blood to
render you help; and fhore than once you were thrust away
with both hands. O, my poor sisters ! 1 know your calamity ;
it is as large and deep as the sea. 1 am weeping for you ; but
molpe o because these troubles bave mnot the des.n'e‘.l effect.

They fail in softening your stony hearts, and in bringing you

to understand your position, or 10 realige where God, who-i8

om 1o eyil can come, has placed you!
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1 know you think the founders of this institution are foolish,
and do not know what to do with their money ; fools who
believe in Jesus Christ, and are pleased to hear Jewesses sing
hymns of praise to their Lord Jesus, and you are all Iookin!g,
forward to a time when you will no more need to come to this
place ; for from your very youth you have heard your parents
as well as your rabbins say that: ‘the missionaries in
London draw people into their nets,” and you, therefore;
consider yourself as a people committing sin. Ah, T am very
‘sorry to find you in this position! You do not realise how the
rabbins robbed you of your heart, which is the gift of God,
through their doctrines; if you understood upon what a low
degree they have placed you, you would then weep more over
it than over the destruction of the Temple, and then you
would look to this place, where you meet reluctantly now, as
one provided by Jehovah, where you can obtain light, life,
and blessing.

The Talmudists who left God in heaven, but took to them-
selves the government upon earth, have declared you women
to be nothing more than creatures who will have neither share
por part in the glory awaiting the men who observed the six-
hundred-and-thirtesn commandments. For you they only
invented three things to observe, =a nPbIM AT =5n of

“which they say you will die by giving birth to a child, if you

neglect to observe them. It is they who prevent you from
seeing the Li;ht of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ, with
whom there is no difference between Jew or Greek, between
male or female, and make you believe, that you will bring
light into the world by the two or three candles which you
light on Friday night, and by the purifications you observe,
you will be clean enough to appear before God. No; Jesus
Christ, who was born of the virgin Mary, the small branch
left of the house of David, king of Israel, He was the light
that came to give light to the people of Israel, and to all the
nations of the earth; and all those who believe in Him, be
they mea or women, will partake of that light, of which it is
said: “And God saw that the light was good,” and it is
through His blood which He shed for us, that every man and
woman can be cleansed from the leprosy of sin with which we
are born, and can iherit life everlasting. Jesus Christ is the
holy firstfruit of the holy lump which He brings into the
house of every believer, and with }t blessing and peace.

Notice, my dear sisters, that these English people who
sympathise with you, and who are gathering you in this room,
are not great learned men who know the Talmud and its
commentaries; they are the disciples of Christ, who taught

B . &~
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them to love all men 28 He loved them. It is the Qhristia_n

love in their hearts that promps them to admit you into their

hotises, end to. partake of the same love, hoping that that

fove will also warm ‘your hearts, and change them into &

Tample of God, and to ena.ilnle you to trust 10 Him, and to love

Him with all your hearts; that your eyes might be opened,

anll your hearts rejoice with the salvation of Israel.

Consider, my sisters, my words which came from the very
depth of my heart, and then I am confident that you will ere
long say: “ We have found life, light, and salvation in this
hduse ;” and you will bless in the name of the Lord the founders
of this place, and all thosé who try to open your €yes, so that

“"they may rejoice 1o their efforts among Israel for Jesus Christ

our Liord. Amen.
The Jewesses sang * Pass me not, O gentle Saviour.”

- —

Address delivered by Mr. B. at the Mildmay Medical Mission

to the Jews, on Saturday, January Ist, 1867.
BrerErex, Sons OF JACOB!—
The words we just sung: * It is well, it is well with my
soul,” &c., are still ringing in your ears, and you are won-
_dering, I dare say, who that Jesus Christ was who can impart
seace, and what sort of peace it ig which affords the believers
o much joy and delight? I know it very well, that you, who
dre wise in your own estimation, consider those who sung as
guch * Who sing to a heavy heart; ” for your hearts are
full of trouble and sadhess; and if not for the sickness and
guflerings to which you are subjected in this city of London,
and whieh require medicine, which you obtain here gratuitously,
you would have moocked and sneered at the joy of the Messiah.
The Talmud taught you from your earliest days, that ¢ there
is no joy without meat and wine,” and that “‘8& nice wife, nice
clothes, and a nice ‘habitation, are the things that make a man
" feel comfortable ; and therefore the Sabbath which you honour
by eating meat, fish, &c., and by drinking wine, you consider &
day of rest and peace, a perfect peace which the God of Israel
requires.” )
But, my brethren in the flesh, the Talmud with its human
wisdom and ingenuity blinded your eyes and deceived your
gouls. The Talmud has led you astray from the holy way, the
way of God, to & crdoked path, in order to hide from your
sight the Holy O® of Israel, Jesus Christ who, was born of the
irgi nd to prevent you from looking “at “Him whém
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your forefathers pierced outside th i
J eg]s:.lem, t}(ie Pgnce of life and pga.gg.b o9 of the holy Gty of
ut, my dear brethren, our Lord Jesus is the true -
}nal;er ; for the word- pybw_in Hebrew means union ange ;(;-
ection, and it is through Him alone, that the heavenly Father
by His word which He spake from MosestoJohn, and his chosen
pﬁople.of Israel get united. It is only through faith in Him
that every one of us can obtain the true union, for through him
and for Him all things are created, and He is the J ehovah who
will  gather Israel from the end of the earth, and unite them
into one holy body for our heavenly Father. One who hasnot
seen His light and His power in the world, sees only contusion
a.nd pherefore l_le has no peace; as it is said: ¢ there is no
peace for the Wl.ckedf' Stch a man is filled with sadness; and
gets tired of his own life. Bus the man whom God blessed
with the sight of the true light and life hidden in the words of
the Teacher of Nazareth and His disciples, he can see that
God is King for ever and ever; that His kingdom is an ever-
lasting kingdom, and His dominion to all generations ; and
l_shrczugh Him Jehovah is blessing His people with pea,cé, and -
i:;gs’ faas; ltth ;: yvrlttte}aln: 1;’_ Rejlgice dye righteous in the Lord. It
joy, that king David was longi id
“ Gladden thou the soul onghy servant.” ging, whon he suid:
1 It was after this'peace that all the upright in Israel were
esirous prior to the appearance of the Lord Jesus, the Prince
of Peace, as we can see it from the daily prayer which was
composed by the men of the great Synagogue in the time of the
gsecond Temple ; after saying : * Thou art holy and Thy name
holy, apd Thy holy ones shall praise Thee,” &c., then they
pray that God would bless them with knowledge and wisdom
and enable us to return to Him with true repentance ; that Hé
would pardon all their sins, and heal all their wounds; that
He w?vuld_ set free and let the horn of David be exalted a:mong
them, &c:, then they finish with the prayer: * Grant us peace
and blessing; blessed art Thou Jehovah who blessest Thy
pe%ple tf};n'a.el with peace !
ut the men of the great Synagogue have erred in one thing ;
and that is, that they first pray:g f%‘; earthly things, and thgn’
for the kingdom of heaven ! first they prayed that God would
give them & prosperous year and bless the fruit of the field,
and then that He alone would reign over them ; against which
the Lord Jesus warned us to seek ’ﬁrst the kingdom of heaven
and all other things shall be added’ unto us, for our heavenly
f;;lllle; kné)ws tl:it %vehneed all other things; and that  we
1 not ¥’ as the Zohar expresses hi “
like dogs for food.” I,)l » himself, *bark constantly
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%

7 poor brethren ! enter upon the path of peace ; search in
thg zggg of God, the O1d a.ndp%ew Testament, and in it you
will find the way to the true peace. Then you, will understand
the words of our Lord: “Come unto Me all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest. Take my "yoke
upon you, and learn of Me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart,
and ye shall find rest nnto your souls.” ~ Then you will together
with all believers sing : ‘“ When peace like a river, &c. . . .
It is well, it is well with my soul;” and only then you will
have that glorious promise fulfilled : * And I shall give peace in
thy borders; ye shall lie down and none shall make you
afraid.” Amen.

An Address delivered to Jews at Wellclose Square, East
London, January 1, 1887,
DEAR BRETHREN AND KINSMEN,

We have just read to you the portion of Scripture which
relates the lJn'stor’y of Abzy',a.ha,m leaving Ur of the Chaldeans,
for the land of Canaan, and of the altar which he built unto
God, and his calling upon the name of Jehovah. The holy
Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Romans says, chap. xv. 4,
“ For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.” Now I wish to make it plain to
" you, that the Bible in which we find God’s dealings with the
world and us described, tells us that after God had dlspersed
those people who desired to make themselves * a name " in the
earth, with their own poor understanding, have in a short
time fallen very low, yea, deeper and degper, until they
became entangled in doubts and questions concerning the
object of life upon earth, and the burden of life became to
them intolerable, and like a sick man on his sick-bed turning
from side to side, hoping to find relief, so they began to move
from place to place, hoping to find rest. Therefore Terah, the
father of Abraham, feeling the burden of life in _the land
of the Chaldeans heavily upon him, left his native place,
teking Abraham and his daughter-in-law with him, and went
out fo go unto the land of Canaan, in order to remove from his
native place, which was deep in sin, that he abhorred, to find
peace and rest for his troubled soul. But the Bible tells us
only that Terah, who relied npon his human wisdom, and not
giving his heart-untp the Qne God who crested heaven and
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earth, who rules by His mercy all generations, when he came to
Haran (Haran meaning wrath), where the wrath of God
rested, he remained there and did not proceed to Canaan
(which means place of humiliation), where he would have to
humble body and soul before his Heavenly Father; and,
although he lived 205 years, he was not able to improve, but
died in Haran. But our father Abraham, whom God has
chosen in his great merey, and not hé God by his own wisdom,
to be the father of many nations, he hearkened to the voice of
God in his believing heart, to forsake his native place and his
father’s house, and go unto a land which God would show
him. The Bible tells us that God did not tell him plainly the
land to which Abraham was to 8o, but the land which he would
show him. And Abraham did not question with his under-
standing if it was good and right for him to forsake his father's
house and go to a place of which he knew nothing— whether it
was & good one or not, whether it was a fat one or not; he
just delivered his soul and body unto the God of all spirits and
flesh, trusting in Him for good or for bad. And therefore
Nehemiah in his prayer, iz. 7, says, * Thou art the Lord
the God who didst choose Abram, and broughtest him forth
out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of
Abraham; and foundest his heart faithful befors Thes,”
namely, not in his head and understanding did God find him,
but in his heart, the seat of all true life and pure faith. And
it was only through faith that Abram was found worthy to hear
the words of the living God, ““ And I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great, and
thou shalt be a blessing . . . . and in thee shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.” It wag through this
simple faith in the true God and not through his philosophy as
Mimonides says, that he had the power to forsake all that was
dear to his heart— his land, his father’s house, the knowledge
which he had accumulated during the 75 years he spent in
Haran, and to follow God to a place which he did not know,
and also to draw with him his wife, his nephew Lot, and many
other souls which he possessed in Haran. Brethren, notice
the first thing Abraham did after his arrival in the land of
Canaan, which God promised unto him and to his children as
an everlasting inheritance; it was not to buy the land, not to
increase his possessions, to build houses, &c., upon the
J}romised land, but to build an altar dnto God, and worship
ehovah, preaching in His name. Our father Abraham
became the missionary of Jehovah to the world, and
proclaimed His name unto the inhabitants of the land of
Canaan. He did not fear that the inhabitants would say,
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us and is going to upset our
mhgionw auigngstm ‘the counvwry had from former
v He anxidus concerning his !Nehhooé* a:nd
. Our fither Abraham by his strong faith

: Spfiit’ which ‘God gave him, that from his seed should
%e‘ the bles:::llgehm(l}d ss:glvation unto thé whole world, which
is the Messinh sccording to the Word of God, *“And thoﬂ
shalt bo s blessing, and in thee all the families of the ea.rtd
ghall be bleased;” and therefore he justly rejoiced an:

~quickly- glorified and sanctified the name of God among the

itihabitants of Cansan, and tried to draw their hearts unto
lé‘:lt;g,b]ii\m;:der to rescue them from\ perdition, and to ;n%ke
themn His children in faith and hope cohcerning the sa.lvq.tl;)n
and fature blessing which were to come from his seed, namely,
Jesus Christ, * who came to seek a.nd-to save that whxc_h~wa.s
lost,” only through faith, as it is said, He who believeth
shall be saved,” and before whom this day in the year 1887 the

_ tnost civilized nations of the earth bend their knees, and unto

m from the rising of the sun to its gbing down oblation is
Xhage, and glory, hongom' and power are offered ; and we to-day
understend plainly the words of our Lord, the same Jesus,
which were said to our forefathers, the Jews, the inhabitants pi
Jerusalem, ¢ Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it,
and was- glad,” words which were sealed to them and as
foolishmess, as if He lessened by thein their father Abraham’s
honout; and in whom they prided *;hgzhselvesz and therefore
took they up stones to stone Him. Brethren, if not for Jesus

- Christ, who gave His soul a ransom for the sins of many, who

-rosofrom the dead, and who sits on theright hp.nd_of the power
1fﬁﬁs'seiﬂ)d]'c?ta" all under him, if not for Him wherein did Abraham’s

* ~honourconsist? He was no more rénowned in the world than

i#i§* othier Arab who spends his life in the desert, [s it through
:l‘llZs: ceremdnies'whigl: the Talmud ascribes to his origin that
he becsme renowned among the inhabitants of the world, or is
it bocause God has blessed him with mueh money, as ths
Rabbis say, * tit he became the father of many nations.

- Oniy by -the Holy Spirit that came to the Holy V}r%.n Mary,
ﬁhe-a@gmefzambﬁ?m, and the Power from on high, and the

'y

" ‘Son-'of God, ‘Jesus Christ, whom our heavenly Father gave

¥’ Her to seal sin, and to bring in everlasting righteous-
that -our-father Abraham became the father of many

S -of 'God, has brought into. true fulfilment all

: omiises given ‘to our-hely foréfathers By -God, and it is
only throtigh Him that all these promites vouchsafod by God

h, the Yord of the whole eafth, could see by the

“#bad-like the ‘stars in multitude.  Our Lord .
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through Israel are realised. As Bt. Paul in his Epistle to the
Romans says, ‘“that Jesns Christ' was a minister of the
cireumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made to the fathers,” and in the 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians,
¢ For all the promises of God in Him are Yea and Amen.”
Brethren, take care not to be like Terah, the father of
Abraham, who moved from place o place, and after all died in
Haran (the wrath of God). If ye are the sons of Abraham, do
the works. of Abraham, the chief of the faithful; believe in the
Son of God, in Jesus Christ, our Righteousness, who was
before Abraham, and whose day Abraham saw and rejoiced,
as it is said in Micah, ‘“And thou Bethlehem-Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet, out
of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in
Israel ; - whose - goings forth have been from—of “old, from
- everlasting.” Then through Him you shall be redeemed from
all your sing, and be saved with an everlasting salvation, as it

is said, * Israel shall be saved with an everlasting salvation.”
Amen. :

Address deltvered by Mr. Rabinowitz, January 7th 1887, at the
Annual Tea-Mesting of the Mildmay Mission, in Whitechapel.
BrETHREN ANP KiNsmun, CHILDREN,

I feel exceedin@y pleased to see myself surrounded by
hundreds of men and women, the offspring of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, in whom all the families of the earth should
be blessed ; of brethren and sisters who are priding themselves
in the fact that the blood of their ancestors is running in their
veins, and are prepared to undergo any amount of persecution
for the sake of that Holy Name of Israel rather than exchange
it for -another, as Russian, German, &. But on the other
hand, I am grieved to see your sad faces full of conster-
nation, on.account of seeing suddenly one of your own people,
who has thrown off from himself the bonds of the Talmud
which you love as'your own souls, and the chains of the other
Rabbis, and preaching to youin the name of “ that well known
man,” Jesus of Nazareth, who is still not esteemed, but
despised in your eyes; and is proglaiming to you that this
Jesus is the Messiah, whom the God of Israel has sent 1887
years ago, to redeem His people from their sins, and to sub-
Jugate to Himself Satan, who is seeking the destruction of
Israel: and that in the Name of Jesus only can Israel be
saved. .
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. Brethren, calm yourselves down ! Tisten to the words that
come from the depths of the heart of your brother Joseph,
according to the flesh, who speaks to you in his great love to
'his peopile Tsrael, which has been rooted in him for ever so
long; and judge for yourselves whether my words are right, or
is there any blas;;‘hemy in them concerning God and His Holy
Law. Itis well known that the present time—the nineteenth
century—is full of changes : there are changes taking place in
all branches of science, in business ; and also there are different
periods for every man to take account of his own actions—
there is .a time to reconsider the deeds of the past, and to
consider the future. Each nation, as long as it is alive, strives
to.choose one point upon which to establish itself concerning
its future welfare, both regarding spiritual and temporal
““things, and to make itself immortal. And that nation which
is not concerned regarding its future is responsible for its
culpable neglect |
Say ye, brethren, which of your rabbis, or your rich, or your
learned, is concerned about the present sad condition of the
Jews ? Show me the heart that aches for Israel! There is
not one spark of love to Israel among them. The rabbis are
concerned about 'a crumb of leaven on Passover, or about a
drop of milk that accidentally fell into a dish where meat was ;
the rich are-concerned about the rise and fall of the money
markets, the learned about their books and newspapers, on
account of having few purchasers ; and the name of Israel is
falling deeper and deeper. ‘¢ They have all wandered every one
to his quarter, there is none to save thee” (Is. xlvii. 15,
Many great and strong nations have vanished from off the face
of the earth, because’they have not considered their end. Also
the people of Israel, when they forsook their God, the Rock of
their salyation, and thought of establishing themselves in their
own wisdom and riches, have fallen a prey to the fate and doom
- which befel other nations, and become a heap of bones. And
did not the prophet Jeremiah lament, ¢ She remembered not
“her last end, therefore she came down wonderfully ? . Notice,
brethren, the difference between Israel, and the other nations
which were lost, is this : whilé the bones even of those other
nations have turned into dust, the bones of Israel are still to
be found moving about in all the streets of Furope. It is in
vain, brethren, to say that you are an everlasting nation, and
it is as foolish of the enemies of Israel to fear the Jews and
" say, ' Let us take counsel, lest they swallow usup.” In these
days, after the God of Israel has hidden His face from you, on
acedunt. of .your sins, ye are no more the people of Israel.
. There are more than eight million skeleﬁons‘c‘::a,ﬁ,ed by the names

P
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Berls, Schmerls, Lemels, and Herschells; but there is not a
living people to whom the glorious name ¢“ People of Israel »—
who sprang from Israel the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,
who commanded his children to observe the way of Jehovah,
to do justice and judgment—could be applied (Genesis xviii.
18,19. .

Do you know, brethren, who has-put -your glory into the
dust 2~—who has cast down the glory of the -people of Israel as
from heaven to earth, and made you to be despised Jews in the
sight of all? It is those who are wise in their own conceit—
the authors of the Talmud, who became drunk with wine, and
then vomited upon the Jewish ‘people their-laws, rules, and
injunctions; and like mount Vesuvius buried the inhabitants
of Pompeii amongst its lava, so the people of Israel are buried
alive under the rubbish which the Talmud cast over them.
The people of Israel are still lying unde? the debris of the
Talmud, and are unable to behold the great salvation in the
light which the prophets, from Moses down to John the son
of Zechariah the priest saw, namely Jesus of Nazareth, ¢ who
came to seek and to save that which was lost,” and ‘ who is
now sitting at the right hand of power.” .It is a wonder to
me how you can finish up the Bible with the words, *“ He had
compassion on his people and on His dwelling-place : but they
mocked the messengers of God and despised his words, and
misused His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord rose
against His people, till there was no remedy,” then commences
the Talmud, volume 1st with the question, ‘ at what time are
we to read evening prayers,” and then to consider yourselves
to be a holy people who need nothing but tt know the time of
prayer, and shout the word =m¢ (‘‘ Echad.”) Why do you
not ask yourselves saying, when will the people of Israel,
“ who were stricken by God t:ll there was no remedy, be healed

.o and enabled to appear before their Heavenly Father
and then say, Hear, O Israel ; " and then aSk, who hath healed
them from that fearful disease, and wherewith has Israel been
healed? Have you not reason enough to consider all that
has happened to Israel since the wrath of God arose against
His people till now.  Can you not see how the Talmud relates
to you different stories of Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar,
Ahasuerus, and purposely hides from you all the troubles that
happened to Israel during this long period. Do you really
believe that through Camze and the son of Camze, Jerusalem
has been destroyed by the Romans, and do you really believe
that for the sake of the city of Bither it has been destroyed ?
No ! brethren no ! What the Talmudists have culpably hidden
from youw, our holy brethren according.to the flesh, who
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saerificed their lives for the sake -of the truth, namely the
Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, they have revealed
to us in the New Testament, which they wrote by the dictation
of the Holy Spirit. Come brethren and see in these books the
medicine which God in His great mercy has ordained for the

healing of His people Israel. He, in the fulness of time, sent -

His Son to redeem the children of Israel, and to give them
the rights of children, and to make-them heirs of God. At a
time when we all Liad gone astray like lost sheep, He sent the
Lord Jesus Christ, who bore upon Him * our griefs and carried
our sorrows,” He bare the sin of many, because He poured out
His soul unto death, and by the blood He shed procured
salvation for the world, and it is through this work that the
words in Isaiah xl 2 are proclaimed to Israel—s Speak ye
comfortably to Jerusalem and cry unto her that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath
received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” Believe
in Him! and ye will be saved, like many thousands of others
In many parts of the world, who give glory to Him for their
redemption ; it is only through the Lord Jesus who is the
resurrection and the life that we can hope that life will come
into the dry bones of the people of Israel, and to make them
& people of God'as of old = He alone can give true rest to the
people of Israel as in former days. Hasten brethren ! and delay
not to consider your sad condition in these changeable times ;
remember your end, ‘the end " about which all the prophets
have prophesied, search and learn in the Holy Seriptures
like T did, that it is only by faith in Jesus Christ and
baptism in His Name, ye can be saved, take away
from you the ingenuity and subtlety of the Talmud and be
purified ; look up’ in faith unto Him whom your forefathers

bave pierced, and He shall redeem Israel from all her
8ing, Amen, -

'Add'ress delivered by Mr. Rabinowitz on Saturduwy, Jan. 8th
1887, to the Jews in Whitechapel.

(Genesis xlix. 9) Wby w35 ERe
Drar BRETHREN, THE S0NS OF JACOB—

Asfaras I can understand, there are many amoneg v, th
w];o are able to read newspapers in diﬂ'eresr,lt la.ngguzg:s. a?rfg
mingle amongst the English people : Fou therefore know un-
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doubtedly the saying that * England is conquering many nations
and countries, not with her great army, but with the Holy
Scriptures which she has in her hands. These Holy Scriptures
which she distributes bring her honour, glory, wealth, and the
hearts of many. and are subduing under her every adversary.”
Brethren, why do you not take this question to heart? ~If
there is ‘power enough in the Holy Scriptures to make England
great, why is the Bible which is in your hands so powerless as
not only to be unable to subjugate other people under you, but
not even able to liberate your bodies and souls from serving
other nations? On every Easter night you say, ‘ Now we are
here, but next year in the land of Israel;”” “now we are
servants, next year freemen.” In spite of this ye have now
been scattered and dispersed among all the nations, and you
have not yet tasted freedom and liberty, which other nations
are enjoying, for so many centuries. If ye only, brethren, had
eyes to see, and wisdom to understand, then ye would have
seen the true cause of the powerlessness of the Scriptures
which are in your hands. Ye would have then understood
that the Pharisees and the authors of the Talmud have filled
gradually your brains with vain doctrines, and have perverted
the Scriptures for you until they became like pieces of sculpture
in which there is no life. Rabbi Akivah has made for you
heaps of laws on every letter ; likewise Rabbi Eleazar, Rabbi
Jeshua, Rabbi Samuel, Rabbi Poppey, &c., until the light and
the life, the strength and the power, which are hidden in the
Scriptures have beén lost. The people of Israel are like a very
good clock which had a little door open ; gradually flies came
in and soiled it. At first it was only slightly seen, but in the
course of time the whole clock-work was full of dirt, and then
the clock stopped. So it is with Israel: they have lost the
sweet taste of the Word of God, when they read it through the
many commentaries which every Talmudist has thrust into
their brains, so that your heads are heavy with nothing ; whilst
other natiens find in Holy Scriptures the salvation which the
God of Israel has prepared for all nations,  the light to lighten
the Gentiles and the glory of His people Israel,” the Lord
Jesus Christ, who gives power to the believers to become the
gsons of God, the Jews to whom the Messiah came first see in
them only vain things as the thirty-nine things forbidden to be
done on a Sabbath, the prohibition oﬁ eating meat and milk
together, &c.

Brethren, be this known unto you that your Rabbis and
teachers have robbed you of the mighty sword of the Spirit of
the word of God, contained in the Holy Scriptures, and have
given you instead an unreliable bow, namely the six orders
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the Mighnah, and the thirty-six volumes of the Talmud. Do
you think with volume %2 (egg that was laid on a holiday)
or with volume mpap (““stripes”) or pm1 (“vows™)? Isit
with volume “ egg,” ‘ stripes,” ahd “ vows,” that ye mean fo
obtain freedom.and liberty which ye have been seeking so long?
No! no, with this sort of Scriptures you appear in'the eyes of

your enemies, like soldiers who come to battle with guns

loaded with peas and lentils, without powder and shot. If
you understand, brethren, the verses which our dear brother
Adler m Christ read in your hearing from the blessing of our
father Jacob when he said ¢ Judah is a lion’s whelp, from the
prey of my son thou art gone up, he stooped down, he couched
as & lion, and as an old lion who shall rouse him up,” Génesis
xlix, 9. Then you would have seen that it is through the
prey of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom our forefathers
hung on the tree, the people of Judah became exalted, even a
holy people unto their God, so that all people of the earth
could see that the name of God is called upon him: and that
only through faith in the Son of God the people of Judah and
Israel * can couch as a lion, and as an old lion* among the
other nations of the earth. And as Paul said to the
Corinthians “ that the word of God s foolishness to those who
perish, but unto us who are saved it is the power of God: for
God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise” in order that no flesh should glory before Him.
Return! brethren, and believe in Jesus Christ, who became
for us the wisdom of God and righteousness : and remember
the words of God which He said to His brethren the Jews
according to the flesh, “If the Son make you free, then are
you free indeed.” Amen. -
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v ARTICLES OF BELIEF.

I.—There is but one true and living God, not, corporeal, without
divisions, cannot be apprehended by the bodily senses, of great goodness,
power and wisdom beyond comprehension, who creates, forms, makes and
upholds everything by His Word and by His Holy Spirit. All things are
from Him, all things in Him, and all things to Him.

II.—The true God has, according to His promise to our forefathers, to
our prophets, and to our king David, the son of Jesse, raised unto Israel a
Redeemer, Jesus, who was born from the virgin Mary, in Bethlehem the
City of David, who suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried for our
salvation, rose again from the dead, and liveth, and sitteth on the right
hand of our heavenly Father; from thence He shall come to judge the
world, the living and the dead. He shall be King over the house of Jacub
for ever, and of His dominion there shall be no-end.

III.—According to the counsel and foreknowledge of God, our ancestors
have been smitten with hardness of heart to sin and rebel against the
Messiah, the Lord Jesus, in order to provoke to jealousy the other nations
of the earth, and to reconcile all the children of men, through their faith
in.Christ, by the ministry of His Holy Evangelists and Apostles, in order
that the knowledge of God should cover the earth: and the Lord be King
over the whole world.

IV.—Through faith alone in Jesus the Messiah all men may be justified
without the works of the law, There is but one God, who shall justify the
circumecised Jews by faith, and the uncircumcised Gentiles through faith ;
and there is no difference between Jew and Greek, between bond and free,
between male and female ; for they are all onc in Christ Jesus. By faith
in Christ we fulfil the law, and that faith is a wonderful balm to our soul,
and full of comfort.

V.—The holy Scriptures contain everything necessary for our salvation.
No one is bound to aceept anything not found in them, nor made binding
by them, as articles of faith, or as things necessary to salvation. By the
name * Holy Scriptures’ we mean the books of revelation Old and New
Testament which have always been accepted by the Church as inspired by
the Holy Spirit.

VI.—The Scriptures of the New Testament do not contradict those of
the Old Testament, for in both life everlasting is offered unto mankind
through the Messiah, who alone is the Mediator between God and man.
The law which was given by God through Moses was to lead us to Christ
that we might be justified through faith in Him. But since we are the
seed of Abrabam according to the flesh, who was the father of all those who
were circumecised and believed, we are bound to circumcise every male-
child on the eighth day, as God commanded him. And as we are the
descendants of those whom the Lord brought out of the land of Egypt with a
stresched out arm, we are bound to keep the Sabbath, the feast of
unleavened bread, and the feast of weeks, according as it is written in the
law of Moses, whilst the (Gentile} Christians celebrate them only in
commemoration of the resarrection of the Messiah from the dead, and the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit from heaven.

VII.—The Mishna and Talmud are not to be used for establishing any
doctriries, but regarded only as an everlasting memento of the spirit of
deep slumber which God has permitted tq fall upon us; so that the
«+Schulchan Aruch” (“Megeeneh Erets,”'‘ Joreh Deha,” ** Choshen
Mishpat ” and ¢ Eben Ezer ') became a net, & snare, and a stumbling-block
to us, and have darkened our eyes so that we failed to see the ways of the
true and life-giving Faith.

VIII.—Orginal sin is the cause of the corruption of every natural man
born of blood and the will oﬁ‘the flesh, whicl} always inclines towards evil,
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XVII,—Without the permission of the Authorities neither & general nar
special assembly is to take place ; for the Government is ordained by God,
a8 we are told in the Holy Scriptures, and in her hands God has placed
all the concerns of the country, temporal as well as spiritual, to aold in
check by the power of the sword of the State those who are bent on doingevil.

XVIIT.—It is forbidden for any one to officiate as minister unless he is
authorised by the congregation and by the laws of the Country.

XIX.—The liturgy as well as the whole of the service must be conducted
in & language understood by the people; and as the most of the sons of
Israel in Russia understand Hebrew, ¢ the holy tongue,” and the German
jargon, therefore, it is decided that the service be conducted in these
languages.

XX.—The sacraments instituted by Christ serve us as faithful witnesses
of the grace of God, and His good will toward us; and it is through them
that He is working in us in a mysteriousand wonderful way, to keep alive
and to establish our faith in Him, and they are likewise chosen proofs that
Christ is the desire of our souls, and the glory of our heads. The Sacra-
ments are two ; Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ; the observance of them is
only of real use when the communicant receives them in a rightstate of mind.

XXI.—As the minister is not ministering in his own name but in the
name of Christ and on the strength of being sent by Him, it is our duty to
listen to the proclamation of the word of God by him, and to receive at
his hands the sacraments, slthough he is a. sinful man himself. His
sinfulness does not destroy the grace of the gift of God to the recipients of
the sacraments. But, nevertheless, the congregation is bound to
investigate carefully into the life and habits of their ministers, and if after
an impartial inquiry it has been found that the minister is a bad man, it
is the duty of the congregation to deprive him of his office.

II.—Baptism is a sign of the new birth. By means of water
baptism, the baptized one is placed and planted in the Church, the Church
of Christ. By means of water baptism there is the washing and cleansing
from all evil, the baptized ones testify before all that they know their
sins are forgiven, and that they are the children of God. It is there-
fore quite right that little ones should be led into the Church by baptism.

XXIII.—The Lord’s Supper is a sign that we remember the death
of “our Tiord ‘ the Messiah, till - He -come, and by partaking of that
heavenly bread and wine we unite sll our physical and spiritual power
with the body and blood of Christ which have been offered in this
world for our salvation. Such are bound up in the bundle of life to
shine eternally at the right hand of our heavenly Father. By faith the
bread which we partake becomes a part of the body of Christ, and the
blessed cup a part of the blood of Christ. The ungodly, who have no
living faith, eat it only with their mouths, but receive no part of
Christ, and their sin is unforgiven.

XXIV.—He who breaks intentionally any of the rules of the Church,
although it is not against the word of God, is to be reprimanded as
one who acted against the order of the Church; and against the
permlssion of the Government.

It is within the power of the general, as well as in that of &
special assembly, to revise and to alter any Church rales which have only
been framed by the wisdom of man. But ey change must be for the
edification of all.

XXV.—We acknowledge that false and thoughtless swearing Iis,
according to our Liord Jesus Christ, and His apostle James, forbidden ; but

still we are of opinion, that according to the religion of Christ it is nof
forbidden, but allowed to take an oath in matters touch

! : i Government |
if one does it truthfully and in harmony with the law d. .
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THE CREED

1. I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father is the living,
and true, and eternal God, who created heaven ad earth and everything
visible and invisible through His Word and His Holy Spirit. All things
are from Him, all things in Him, and all things to Him.

2. I believe, with a perfect faith, that our heavenly Father, has
according to His promise made to our forefathers, to our prophets, and to
our king David, the son of Jesse, raised unto Israel a Redeemer, Jesus,
who was born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem the city of David, who
suffered; was crucified, dead, and buried for our salvation, rose again from
the dead, and liveth, and sitteth at the right hand of our heavenly Father,
from thence He shall come to judge the world, the living and the dead.
He is the appointed King over the house of Jacob for ever, and of His
Dominion there shall be no end.

3. I believe, with a perfect faith, that by the counsel of God and His
foreknowledge, our ancestors have been smitten with hardness of heart
for sin and for rebellion against our Messiah; the Lord Jesus, in order to
provoke the other nations of the earth unto jealousy, and to reconcile
them all through faith in Christ, by the word of His Evangelists, in order
that the knowledge of Jehovah should cover the earth, and Jehovah be
King over the whole world.

4.1 believe, with a perfect faith, that through faith in Jesus, the
Messiah along, without the works of the law, a man may be justified that
there is but one God, who justifies the circumcised Jews by faith, and the
uncircumcised through faith; and that there is no difference between Jew
and Greek, between bond and free, between male and female. They are
all one in Christ.

5. I believe, with a perfect faith, in a Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church.

6. I confess one baptism for the remission of sins