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Preface

Albert Owen Hudson, of Milborne Port England, was a faithful
Christian, Bible Student and Scholar of the twentieth century and the
author of many books. He was born in 1899 and died in 2000 at 101
years of age. In his early years he worked as an Electrical Engineer for
Standard Telephones. His aptitude for detail served him well in
research Biblical details. He had access to the British Museum to
reference ancient records in support of this and other studies.

The Bible Fellowship Union began publishing a journal in 1924
“The Bible Students Monthly”. In 1935 the name was changed to “The
Bible Study Monthly”. The journal was headed by Albert O. Hudson
since its inception, and included many of his articles. He had a
scholarly approach to Bible study particularly Old Testament history
and prophecy concerning God’s Kingdom and the practical out-
working of God’s purpose. In 1942 Albert Hudson wrote a series of
articles entitled “Jacob’s Trouble” that appeared as a booklet later that
year. There have been two editions and a reprint resulting in many
thousands of copies being dispatched across the world. In 1989 he also
published “Bible Students in Britain — The Story of a Hundred Years”.

He had an exceptional memory but also a very methodical filing
system to store the fruit of his extensive reading, research and studies.
His knowledge of history and the ancient world was outstanding. He
loved the study of the Scriptures and sought to clarify doctrinal aspects
of the faith. He had a wonderful gift with words, particularly the
written word. His treatises contained much valuable information and
wisdom.

The following exposition comprised a series of articles first
appearing in his journal from 1982-1984 and reprinted in 2002-2004.
The British spelling and formatting are retained.



Table of Contents

1. The Anointing  .........coviiiiieenn... 1
2. Encounter with Goliath ................. 4
3. The Popular Hero ...................... 8
4. Fugitive in the Wilderness ............... 11
5.KingatHebron ......................L. 15
6. Kingin Jerusalem ................ ... ... 18
7. The Ark comes to Jerusalem ............. 21
8. Desire fora Temple ..................... 24
9. David and Bathsheba ................... 27
10. Retribution for Sin  ..................... 29
11. Ammon and Tamar ..................... 32
12. High Treason ............cooiiiinnnnn.. 36
13. Declining Days .........cccoivviiiinnnn, 41
14. Reconciliation ...............ccovviien... 45

15, SUNSEL vttt ettt ettt ettt 49



KING DAVID OF ISRAEL

The story of Israel’s most famous king
1. The Anointing

He first appears in view a fresh, likeable young country lad. Born into a farming family,
in the midst of a community of farmers, the youngest of a family of eight sons, it was
inevitable that at perhaps sixteen years of age he spent his days shepherding sheep. He
probably did not expect to do anything else for the rest of his life. His father’s inheritance
would have to be divided at death between eight sons so that there was not likely to be much
for each. In all probability the prospect was that the farm would continue to be worked in
partnership by the eight with himself, the youngest, very much the junior partner. The
chances are thathe did not worry himself much about that. He found shepherding a congenial
occupation giving him abundant time for his three favourite diversions, the playing of music
on his little set of pipes, reading the sacred Scriptures of his people consisting of their stirring
history from the beginning and meditating on the wonders of nature and the majesty of the
Almighty.

He came of a godly family. There can be no doubt about that. He manifests even in his
early youth, a reverence and a confidence in God that can only have been instilled by his
upbringing. His father Jesse must have been one of the faithful in Israel who endeavoured to
keep the obligations of the Covenant and due respect for the Lord in the forefront of family
life. Nothing more is known about Jesse. He farmed his land as his fathers had done before
him. When he died at a noteworthy old age, which in those days may have been up to a
hundred and twenty, he left behind him as his only epitaph the fact that he had been
responsible for the youthful training and character development of Israel’s greatest king.

David the shepherd boy of Bethlehem was destined to rule Israel and extend its
boundaries from the modest little land, conquered by Joshua and his forces four hundred
years previously, to the Euphrates on the one hand and the borders of Egypt on the other.
Never again was the nation to possess such an acquisition of territory. He was a man of
destiny. His name in after days was the symbol of Israel’s royalty. He became the visible
representative of Israel’s God. Of him it was said that he sat on the throne of the Lord in
Jerusalem. Israel, the theocratic state, whose true king was the Lord himself, looked upon
David in all his royal glory and saw in him the embodiment of their heavenly king.

He was not the first to rule Israel. Saul had preceded him — Saul, the arrogant leader of
men who himself had started life in the fields as did David and was selected by the Lord to
fulfil the people’s demand for a king. Saul had been the handsome, muscular stripling, whose
physical appearance captivated the nation so much that they clamoured for him. Saul, modest
and retiring, hid himself among the baggage. But Saul had proved a failure. His early promise
had changed to self-will and self-conceit and he no longer reverenced the Lord who had called
him and raised him to high honour. So at last the Lord deposed him and sent the prophet
Samuel to anoint this other lad to take his place. How was it that the Lord called Saul when
so soon he proved himself unworthy? Is the Lord so bad a judge of human character? The
answer lies in the realm of human free-will and this is a fundamental principle in the Divine
scheme of things. Saul had the same opportunity as David. Saul could have been the first of
aline of kings ruling eventually in Jerusalem but he chose otherwise. He rebelled against God
who had given him the kingship justas in a much higher sphere Lucifer the apostate archangel
rebelled against God who had created him “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty” as Ezekiel has
it. Sothe Lord disowned him and appointed another. In just the same manner Lucifer, the god
of this world, must give place to our Lord Jesus Christ, the One who yielded himself willingly



to the Divine will and in consequence is exalted above the heavens and will ultimately receive
the loyalty and allegiance of all creation. Itis not by accident that David becomes the type and
prefigures Christ in his triumphant royalty. Saul and David both had freewill. The one used
it to rebel against God, the other to conform himself willingly to the Divine purpose.

Here then, in David, was a man for God’s purpose at a time in history when such a man
was needed. There had not been many such in Israel’s past history who had remained
supremely loyal to the end. Joshua said, just before he died “not one thing has failed of all the
good things which the Lord your God spoke concerning you; all are come to pass to you, and not
one thing has failed” (Josh. 23:14). There was Caleb, his brother soldier, at the same time and
Othniel the first to govern and protect Israel after Joshua was dead, but after that, no one
during four long centuries who was faithful to the end of life until Samuel. He it was who was
sent to anoint David the future king. As the young lad stood still the anointing oil flowed over
his head and he was enshrining within himself the Divine promise. He was being consecrated
as a servant of God, to become king for the present and a type for the future, a type of Christ
who should come to reign over Israel and the world for ever. The promise made to David a
little later on in his life was that his throne should endure for ever. That promise will become
areality when at the last the powers of this world have given place to “the kingdom of our Lord,
and of bis Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). David had a lot to say about
that Messianic kingdom in later times, for he was a prophet as well as a king. He was able to
depict its glories in wonderfully eloquent language, for he was a poet, a psalmist, as well as a
prophet. “The sweet singer of Israel” is a very apt title that has been conferred upon him by
later generations; his songs of praise and devotion have enriched, first, the worship of Israel,
and second, Christian worship, for thirty centuries, and they will never die.

But there were flaws in the diamond. There were defects in David’s character that came
out more strongly in later life, when he was established in the glory and power of his kingdom
and could command his subjects’ compliance with his every whim. It is said that “all power
corrupts and absolute power corrupts utterly”. That was not fully true in the case of David.
He attained what amounted to absolute power in Israel but he was not corrupted utterly. He
ended his life in faith and loyalty and continued acceptance with God but in the meantime he
had been guilty of serious breaches of the confidence God had placed in him. He ascended
into the heights but he also descended to the depths. He won Divine approval in many things,
but on occasion he merited and received severe Divine condemnation. He established justice
and judgment in the land but he was at times guilty of great injustice. He was wholly devoted
to God but he also indulged in the sins of the flesh. He was in fact, typical of every man and
he became an illustration of what God can do with weak and fallible man. Itis also an example
of his great mercy and compassion for men. The story of David is in a very real sense, the
story of every man.

* K KK K KKk KKK X

The smoke of the sacrifice curled lazily upward: the air was very still. The circle of
venerable men, elders of the village of Bethlehem, stood silently watching the prophet erect
before the rough stone altar, raised his hands to Heaven in silent entreaty. A few moments
thus, and he turned, and made his way to the centre of the circle where Jesse the aged and
respected farmer of Bethlehem was standing. “I would see your eldest son” he said. A sign
from the other and a tall, vigorous-looking middle aged man stepped forward and stood
before Samuel. He waited quietly.

“This is Eliab, my eldest son,” said Jesse. Samuel’s eyes met those of the man before him.
He noted the fearless gaze, the strong mouth and muscular arms. He knew this family to be
one thatreverenced God and the Covenant. The Lord had sent him here to find Israel’s future
king. This man looked like one capable of becoming a leader of men. “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is before me” he thought to himself. He waited quietly for the inward voice.



It came, “Look not on his countenance or the height of his stature; because I have refused
him. The Lord sees not as man sees; for man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks on the heart.”

Samuel sighed and looked across at Jesse, shaking his head. Jesse motioned to his son to
step aside, and beckoned. Abinadab stepped forward, and took his place. Eyes met, and there
was silence a little space. Then Samuel spoke. “Neither hath the Lord chosen this” he said.

Shammah came into the circle and stood expectantly. Again that silence. Samuel had
closed his eyes, as if in communion with his God. He opened them and spoke slowly, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this”.

Some of the elders looked at each other dubiously. There was a certain amount of head
shaking. Jesse’s three eldest sons, the mainstay of his establishment, all rejected. They looked
back hopefully as the fourth son came forward. Faces fell as he too was rejected in his turn.

So with the fifth, and the sixth, and finally the seventh. As that seventh son strode across
the grass to join his brothers, Samuel waited expectantly. There were no more.

“Are these all your children?” he asked Jesse.

The other was perplexed. “These are all, at least, there is one more, but he is only a young
lad, and he is out tending the sheep. I did not think the Lord would have use for him”. “Send
and fetch him” commanded Samuel. “We will not sit down to feast until he has come hither”.
A brief instruction to a servant, and the man was running across the fields and speedily out
of sight. The slow minutes ticked by, every man wrapped in his own thoughts. No one spoke.

A lithe figure in the distance, running with easy trot of an agile youth. He came nearer,
dropping into a rapid walk as he neared the waiting group. The circle of elders parted to give
him admittance, and he stood before his father in respectful silence.

“This is David, my youngest son” said Jesse. Samuel regarded the lad intently. He saw a
fresh, guileless boy whom he judged could not be much more than sixteen years of age,
glowing with health and vitality, and something more; enthusiasm for whatever he might
undertake. He had attractively handsome features, with promise of development into a virile
and strong-minded man, perhaps aleader of men. Samuel mused, as the lad’s frank eyes met
and fearlessly held his own. But Saul had been such an one, he thought, and now Saul had
proved a failure. He had rather expected that after that failure the Lord would have chosen
an older and more mature man for the responsible position of king over Israel. This lad was
scarcely out of his boyhood. What possible knowledge could he have of life and how could he
be expected to lead the armies of Israel against her enemies. And yet there was something
appealing in that candid glance, something that had an element of the other world, as though
this boy, despite his youth, knew what it was to sense the workings of that same Divine Spirit
which had been so potent a factor in Samuel’s own life. He suddenly thought of his own
boyhood, so long ago now, in the Tabernacle at Shiloh with Eli the old High Priest, and he
began to feel a kinship with this young lad, so like he had been in those far-off days. His
thoughts came back to the present and then he heard, once again, the Voice, “Arise, anoint
him; for this is he!”

Samuel looked across at Jesse and gave him an almost imperceptible nod. Turning back
to the altar, he picked up the horn of anointing oil that he had placed there in readiness.
Returning, he stationed himself before David, standing there motionless. The eyes of allin the
assembly were fixed upon him.

“The Lord has commanded me to anoint you to the service to which He will call you in
his own due time” he declared. The lad stood rigid, alook of wonder in his eyes. Samuel raised
the horn of oil and allowed its contents to trickle over his head and be absorbed in his flowing
locks.



There was a long silence. Every man present knew the implication of the act. That ritual
anointing could only be for a priest or a king. David was not of the tribe of Levi; he could
never be a priest. Slowly a new light began to dawn in the eyes of the watching elders. They
were and had been for a long time under the iron oppression of the Philistines. Several
attempts to break the yoke had been unsuccessful. Saul had consistently failed to achieve for
them the freedom they had expected when they made him king. Did this mean that the Lord
at last was going to provide them the deliverer for which they longed. They thought of
Gideon, Jephthah and Othniel, who in past days had wrought deliverance for their fathers.
Did this visit from Samuel mean that God was now about to visit them with salvation, to give
them aking after his own heart, one who would both lead them to victory and to God. It came
to each one of them that nothing must be said about this, for Saul was still king, and this
anointing was tantamount to treason. What had been done this day and what they had seen
must be locked up in their own hearts until the Lord should see fit to bring it into the open.
For the present they must go back to their own occupations, taking with them a hope for the
future which they had never expected to cherish.

So the elders dispersed to their homes, and David went back to his shepherding, and
Samuel the Lord’s instrument returned to his residence in Ramah.

2. Encounter with Goliath

Several years had probably elapsed since the prophet Samuel had anointed David
prospective king of Israel. David had gone back to his sheep, perhaps pondering what the
strange interlude in his life could mean. He probably did not seriously think at this stage in
his life, that he really would be king one day. He went back to his pipes and his harp. As the
sheep wandered over the grazing land he kept an observant eye upon them while giving vent
to his reverential feelings in the words of those pastoral psalms which were probably
composed at this time. A few years later, when he was either fighting the Philistines for Saul
or else on the run from Saul, he would have had little time for such poetic excursions; still less
when he had all the cares of kingship upon his shoulders. So it might well have been in this
period that he composed such gems as Psalm 23, “the Lord is my shepherd” and Psalm 8 “the
heavens declare the glory of God” and Psalm 24 “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof”
and others like them. These are the psalms of Nature where the world of men and the deeds
of men have no place. These were his reflections as he reclined on some grassy bank in the
brightness of day, or watched his sleeping flock sitting beside his camp fire in the darkness of
the night. This was the time when he learned from Nature herself of the greatness and the
power of God, to such good effect that, despite his many failures and transgressions of Divine
law, he never lost faith.

These were peaceful days that came to an end all too soon. They never came back. He was
shortly to find himself a member of the royal court and implicated in all the intrigues and
jealousies which that involved. One more short interval as a shepherd was to be his lot and
after that he left his pastoral life and his family for ever. It was his very skill with, and his love
for, harp and song that became the occasion for that change and the means by which he
embraced the life that eventually led him to the throne of Israel.

King Saul began to develop fits of intense melancholy. He had been king now for perhaps
ten to twenty years, it is impossible to say definitely, and the appearances are that the appeal-
ing and upstanding youth who Israel so enthusiastically adopted as their first king had become
a hasty-tempered and embittered man, increasingly irresolute and uncertain of himself. The
reason is not far to seek. At the beginning Saul had followed the Lord’s instructions through
his mentor Samuel implicitly and faithfully, and had prospered in consequence. His military
prowess and leadership had enabled the Israelites to keep their old enemies, the Philistines,



at bay. But for some time now he had been increasingly impatient of Samuel’s guidance and
more and more disposed to order things in his own fashion and without heed to the word of
the Lord. In consequence he began to suffer defeat at the hands of the enemy, and when atlast
Samuel told him that because of his rebellious attitude the Lord had deposed him from being
king and would shortly appoint another “after his own heart”, Saul became morose and
resentful. The account in 1 Samuel 16 says that “the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and
an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him”. Saul’s servants took his fits of melancholy as Divine
retribution for his divergence from God’s ways. That they knew the seat of the trouble was
in Saul’s own mind is evidenced by the remedy they proposed; the acquirement of a skilful
musician to soothe and cheer the despondent monarch in his bad moments.

Saul agreed to their proposal that they should “seek out a man, who is a skilful player on an
harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with
his hand, and thou shalt be well.” One of them was immediately ready with a suggestion. He
knew one such, a son of Jesse of Bethlehem, who was not only “skilful in playing”, but “a
mighty valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the
Lord is with bim”. It would seem that Saul rather liked the idea of this paragon of virtue and
straightway sent a request to Jesse that his son should attend court.

This remark, that David was “a mighty valiant man, and a man of war” implies that he was
quite a bit removed from the sixteen-year-old whom Samuel had anointed. He could hardly
merit this description, or have earned this reputation, at less than nineteen. He must have
waited some three years at least for the call, long enough to test his faith and his assurance that
the anointing had not been in vain. Now he came to Saul, knowing not to what kind of life he
was being introduced nor to what destiny the Lord was leading him, but like Isaiah in much
later days with the ready response in his heart “Here am I; send me”.

The experiment succeeded. Saul instantly took to this fresh and vigorous young man —
perhaps seeing in him an image of himself as he had been twenty years earlier, full of
enthusiasm to fight the Lord’s battles. He himself had come from a farming family and
perhaps the pastoral songs which David sang and played before him, were reminiscent, not
of royal courts and marching armies, but of fields and streams and serene skies. He was
reminded of long past days when he had led a very similar life. At any rate, the consequence
was that when the evil spirit came upon Saul, David played, and “Saul was refreshed, and the
evil spirit departed from him”.

This state of affairs could not have lasted very long. To fit all that is recorded of David’s
activities in the next ten years of his life it is necessary that each incident follow its predecessor
quite closely. It might have been that David was less than six months in the royal court before
there came a call to arms. The Philistines were invading Israel again.

The Philistines had always been a thorn in the side of Israel. From the days of the entry
into the land, they had been there, occupying the strip of land along the sea coast more or less
in the area that is now known as the Gaza strip. They were an alien race, hailing from the
island of Crete, tall, muscular men arrayed in armour and equipped with weapons that the
Hebrews could not equal. Saul had already had one encounter with them, in the early part of
his reign, in which he gained the victory so that there was a period of peace from their attacks.
Unfortunately on that occasion he had exceeded his authority in the matter of offering
sacrifice to the Lord and Samuel had strongly reproved him. Then he had what appears to be
asecond chance when he went out to do battle with the Amalekites from the southern desert.
Again he was guilty of flagrant disobedience and it was on this occasion that it is said the Lord
formally disowned him. Now he was faced with the Philistine menace again but this time the
Lord was not with him and he knew it. The victory this time, if victory there was to be, must
be gained by his own might and that of his army. It must have been with a heavy heart that
Saul prepared for the conflict.



The king and his sons took the field. 1 Samuel 17 tells the whole story. David was sent
home for the time being; there was no time for music at court (1 Sam. 17:15). In any case he
was needed to look after his father’s affairs, for the three oldest of Jesse’s sons had been
drafted into the army and were fighting with Saul’s men. Upon their arrival at the scene of
operations, however, they found that the Hebrew forces had a problem. The Philistines had
a champion warrior, a giant of a man, by name Goliath. He was of unusual height, broad and
powerful, for his armour weighed five thousand shekels which is equal to 92 1b. or 42 kg. This
would be quite enough for even a giant to carry into battle. The early Hebrew cubit like the
Sumerian/Assyrian cubit was shorter than the Egyptian/Jewish cubit which exaggerates
Goliath’s height to over 9 feet. There is evidence in the records of Josephus and the Septuagint
that gives his height as four cubits and a span, whereas the A. V. has six. Goliath was about
seven and a half feet tall, an awe-inspiring proposition. He challenged Saul’s army to produce
a man to meet him in single combat, the side thus losing the contest to submit to the other,
without further fighting. The more the Israelites looked at the Philistine champion the less
they liked the idea. Ch.17 shows that they were in a state of complete panic over the issue.

This was the army that, only a few years previously, under the leadership of Saul and in
the conviction that the Lord was with them, had decimated the Philistine forces and quelled
them into submission. Now they had lost that inspiration, their king was apprehensive and
undecided, and they were just about ready to give up. Their old national leader Samuel had
retired from public life and was living in obscurity. The king they had chosen to lead them to
victory in a battle had failed them and all the high hopes of Israel were laid low. This is the
point at which David comes back into the story.

According to ch.17, Jesse had instructed David to take some provisions to his three sons
fighting at the battle front, with a little gift for their company commander. He was then to
bring their father word again as to their welfare. It would seem that army discipline was alittle
less formal in those days. He arrived at the scene and talking with his brothers, David saw for
himself the Philistine giant advancing towards the Israelites with his repeated challenge to
come out and fight. He saw the Israelites scattering and running away from their enemy and
his indignation mounted. “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine”he demanded of those around
him “that he should defy the armies of the living God?” That must have brought some of them
up with a jerk; it was a long time since they had gone into battle with the high praises of God
on their lips and faith in their hearts that He would give the victory. But somehow or other
news of this youngster and his words of defiance were taken to Saul, and he, curious perhaps
but probably no more, gave orders that David should be brought before him.

It would seem from the closing verses of ch.17 that Saul did not recognize David as his
erstwhile musician. That is not surprising. There must have been many coming and going in
Saul’s court and David had not been there very long. The king now faced a sturdy and resolute
young man who told him quite plainly that the army need fear no longer: he would go outand
fight this Philistine. Saul probably leaned back and laughed scornfully. “You are not able to go
against this Philistine to fight with him for you are just a boy and he has been a warrior from his
youth.” Modestly but resolutely David responded “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father,
and whenever a lion or bear came and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it
down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw,
strike it down and kill it. Your servant has killed both lions and bears and this uncircumcised
Philistine shall be like one of them since he has defied the armies of the living God”. Saul was
suddenly serious. He looked again at the fresh-faced youngster before him, and he listened
to his frank avowal of faith that the Lord would go with him and protect him and give him
the victory, and a thought flashed into his mind. He was painfully conscious that he was the
one who ought long since to have armed himself and gone out to meet Goliath in single
combat on behalf of all Israel. But the Lord had departed from him and he no longer had faith



in himself. He, Saul, king of Israel, was afraid. But might it be that the Lord would indeed
honour the faith of this lad who so openly and avowedly relied upon Him? Was there a
chance, after all, that the Lord could be brought back into the picture and induced to give
Israel the victory through the instrumentality of this lad who seemed so sure of his standing
with God? It was, at least, worth a try. Saul took a sudden decision. He leaned forward and
said to David, “Go, and may the Lord go with you”.

With the impetuosity of youth, David turned to go. He was stopped by an imperative
gesture from the king. Taking off his own armour, a replica of that used by the Philistines, he
fitted it on David, followed by placing the heavy bronze helmet on his head. Stepping back
to judge the effect, he picked up his great sword, and put it in David’s hand. “If you are going
to fight the Philistine, you must do it on equal terms” he said.

David made asif to walk away, and found his movements impeded by the unfamiliar garb.
He looked at the sword in his hand, and with a gesture of contempt threw it on the ground.
He took off the armour, piece by piece, and threw them down also. “I cannot go with these”
he said “for I have not tried them. The Lord has no need of such weapons”. Even as the king
opened his mouth to expostulate, David turned his back on him and was walking briskly
through the camp in the direction of the Philistine host gathered on the opposite hill half-a-
mile away. Saul and his attendants watched him go. The Israelite soldiers, sitting and standing
about, wearied at the inaction and lack of leadership from their king, looked at this shepherd
lad with increasing interest as he made his way down the hillside, an interest which speedily
changed to excitement as they began to perceive his intention. They saw him pause and stoop
as he crossed the brook at the bottom of the hill and pick up several pebbles from the bed of
the stream, and then he was climbing the opposite slope, taking his sling out of his scrip as he

did so.

The Philistine warriors looked on attentively as David crossed the intervening space,
uncertain what this shepherd lad was doing between the armies. It was a little while before
they realized that he was there to challenge their champion, and as he took his stance there
were shouts for Goliath. Soon, the giant appeared, fully dressed in his bronze armour and
helmet, carrying sword and spear, looking for his opponent. Discovering that this lad was the
challenger, he at firstlooked incredulous then threw back his head in a gust of coarse laughter.
“Am I a dog” he demanded, “that you come to beat me with a stick?” He stood and regarded
David, “Come you to me, and by all the gods of the Philistines, I swear that I will feed your body
to the birds and beasts”. He moved forward menacingly. David’s clear voice sounded on the
air. His own people, venturing now to approach within earshot, could hear him as plainly as
did the watching Philistines. “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to
you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This
very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down ... so that all the
earth may know that there is a God in Israel”.

The giant’s expression changed to one of deep anger and he strode forward with long,
quick paces, raising his spear threateningly. David also was advancing, running with lithe,
quick steps, to meet his adversary. As he did so he was putting his hand into the scrip hanging
from his shoulder.

No one saw quite clearly what happened; David’s action was almost too quick for the eyes
of the watchers. He had extracted a pebble from his scrip, fitted it into his sling — a sudden
circular movement of his arm; and the Philistine giant reeled back and slowly collapsed in a
crumpled heap. David’s sling stone had struck him squarely above the eyes on the only
unprotected part of his body. There was a moment’s stunned silence on the part of the
observers. Like lightning David had leaped upon the body of his fallen foe, and taken the great
sword out of his nerveless hand. A swift flash in the sunlight, first up, then down — and David
was holding aloft the severed head of the Philistine champion for all to see.
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There came a great shout from the watching Israelites. In another moment the entire host
was advancing across the valley, the noise of the clashing of weapons mingling with cries of
exultation. The Philistines, aghast at the sudden and unexpected fate of their champion, took
one look and ran in panic. Within a few more minutes the Israelites had passed David in hot
pursuit of the fleeing enemy, a pursuit that did not stop until they had reached the gates of
their cities Ekron and Gath some twenty miles away. Then the Israelites returned more
leisurely and looted the abandoned camp.

Saul with his attendants stood outside his tent, watching this unknown shepherd lad
making his way back to the Israelite lines, deep in thought, carrying the sword of Goliath in
one hand and his head in the other.

1 Sam. 17:54 says that he took the head to Jerusalem but that was much later. Another
sixteen years or so were to elapse before Israel gained possession of Jerusalem. It was evident
that the head of the Philistine was preserved in some way so that it could be permanently
exhibited as a trophy when eventually David ruled in Jerusalem. In the meantime it must have
followed David in all the vicissitudes of his adventurous life before becoming king. It was a
barbaric act, but he lived in a barbaric age.

There is no evidence that Saul honoured God as a result of this deliverance. This was his
third chance to reform and return but he ignored it. He honoured David, but not David’s
Lord. Nowhere is his unbelief more plainly shown than in this incident. The Lord had sent
him the instrument whereby He had delivered Israel with a mighty deliverance, buthe heeded
it not. He was doubtless greatly relieved that the Philistine menace was lifted, at least for a
time, but that was all.

He did notlet David go again. This time he was attached to Saul’s court and given high rank
in his army. Saul attached much greater importance to David’s physical valour, which he could
see, than to his reliance upon God by which victory could be gained, which he could not see.
That was his undoing. To the end of his life he relied upon the power of the sword, and at the
end he died by the sword. David, despite his mistakes and misdeeds, did rely upon the power
of God, and endeavoured to conform his life and his works to what he believed was the will
and guidance of God. This was his first great test, and he came through it with flying colours.

3. The Popular Hero

The slaying of the Philistine champion Goliath established David at once as the idol of the
people, the hero of the army, and the favourite of Saul. David was at once made a permanent
member of the king’s entourage at his court at Gibeah, and apparently entrusted with various
commissions that he executed with such grace and discretion that he quickly became popular
among all his fellows at court and in the sight of the people. This also was the period during
which he and Saul’s son Jonathan formed the close friendship that meant so much to David
in the events that were to follow. Jonathan was probably the youngest of Saul’s four sons and
about the same age as David. The close companionship of these two, continued until Jonathan
perished with his father at the battle of Gilboa, which ended Saul’s reign as king. But that
event was still ten years away; at this moment Saul looked upon David with his military valour
as a most welcome addition to his own warlike sons and other valiant men upon whom he
relied to keep the Philistines at bay. It is plain to see that Saul had rejected all thought of
reliance upon the Lord and was counting on the strength of his warriors to keep his throne.
Samuel, the old prophet, had now been retired into obscurity some four or five years and Saul
no longer saw him nor sought his counsel. Neither was he at all interested in David’s
profession of faith in God; it was his military prowess he valued and that to such an extent
thataccordingto 1 Sam. 18:5 he now appointed David supreme commander over all his army.
The account reads as if this was directly after the affair of Goliath but this is most unlikely.
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More probably David “worked his way up” over a period of several years so that the events
of this chapter might have their place when he was about twenty-three years of age.

This is when Saul began to wonder whether he had rather over-reached himself in the
matter of David. It was one thing to acquire an exceptionally valiant and successful warrior
to lead his troops to victory: it was quite another when that warrior was so outstandingly
successful that the people began to compare him with Saul himself, to the King’s discredit.
Returning from a victorious battle, Saul and David, with their forces, were met by the women
of Israel coming out in dances and singing in triumph, “Saul bath slain his thousands, and
David his ten thousands”. That did not please Saul at all well. “They have ascribed to David ten
thousands and to me they have ascribed but thousands, and what can he have more than the
kingdom? And Saul eyed David from that day and forward” (1 Sam.18:6-9). He suddenly saw
in David a possible rival for the kingship, and the jealousy in his nature came to the top.

Saul had originally been made king by command of the Lord and at first he had accepted
that position and ruled as the Lord’s anointed. On that basis he had gone forth to war and on
that basis he had gained victories. But he then repudiated the Lord’s guidance and turned
instead to his own military prowess and that of his soldiers. It was then that his troubles
began. Saul and his men were unable to resist the Philistines until the incident of Goliath.
Then he was only saved by the timely advent of David who went forth in full faith in God and
slew the giant. But Saul had forgotten all that and was still fighting the Philistines in his own
strength. That strength was ebbing away and that of David taking its place, so he was morose
and resentful. It should be noted that Goliath’s death did not permanently end the Philistine
menace; Saul was fighting them more or less continuously to the day of his death. The account
in 1 Samuel 18 is often read as though it was on the return from the slaying of Goliath that the
women danced and sang. This is not so for in 1 Sam. 18:6 the AV has “Philistine” but in the
Hebrew it is in the plural. Saul and David were returning from a later battle with “the
Philistines” when they experienced the singing that aroused Saul’s anger.

Back at courtafter the victory, Saul’s jealousy, and incipient insanity, overcame him again,
and David thinking to appease him, produced his harp and sang again some of the songs of
God which had pleased the king in the past. Saul was in no mood to listen to the songs of God;
irritated beyond endurance, he picked up a javelin and threw it at David. The latter adroitly
avoided it, and the incident passed. But David knew then that Saul had become his enemy.
This became even clearer a little later when Saul demoted him from being Commander-in-
Chief of three hundred and thirty thousand men to the captaincy of just one thousand. Many
asoldier treated like that has revolted and led his men against the king who had dared to treat
him thus but not so David. He continued in the new sphere to which he had been relegated,
and says the chronicler, “all Israel and Judah loved David” (18:16). If Saul hoped to provoke
retaliation that would enable him to treat David as a rebel he was disappointed. In favour or
out of favour, David served his king faithfully, because Saul was the Lord’s anointed.

So David passed his second test which was to treat honour and glory and the plaudits of
men on exactly the same terms as disgrace, reproach and insults, all as from the hand of the
God he served and in whom he had absolute faith. Saul was afraid that David would try to
displace him and set himself up as king. The people and the army regarded him with so great
favour that such arevolt had every chance of success and David probably knew that very well
but he never gave way to such a temptation. When the Lord was ready for him to be king He
would arrange matters in His own way. In the meantime David was content to serve in the
place to which he was appointed.

Frustrated, Saul then tried another tactic. He would publicly humiliate David in his
deepest feelings in the eyes of all the people. The plot was to offer his eldest daughter, Merab,
in marriage to David, thus allying him with the royal house. No greater honour could be
imagined. Then at the last moment Saul would give Merab to somebody else and sit back to



observe the effect of his snub. David demurred at first, out of modesty, on the grounds of his
lowly birth, but, probably after this being brushed aside by Saul, assented. Merab herself
would most likely be only too pleased at the prospect of marrying the handsome and valiant
idol of Israel. So the match was arranged, and all Israel rejoiced. Then, just as the nuptials
were about to be celebrated, the whole thing was called off and the unfortunate Merab
married off in haste to a man of Issachar, Adriel, a man so obscure that he never figures again
in the history of the times. If Saul expected a violent reaction, he was disappointed again, for
David seems to have taken this insult with studied unconcern. It might well be that he was not
particularly drawn to Merab and not sorry at the outcome. What did come out of it was the
realization within Saul’shousehold that his younger daughter, Michal, was in love with David.
It seems too from the account, although not plainly stated, that David on his part was not
insensible to her charms, and this set Saul thinking again.

The plot this time was that David could have Michal if he first brought to the king
concrete evidence that he had killed a hundred Philistines. Saul doubtless reasoned that this
yielded afirst-class chance of David getting himselfkilled in the process. The more he thought
about the scheme the more satisfactory he felt it to be. There was one snag; he felt somewhat
diffident about broaching the matter to David himself, after the manner in which he had just
treated him over Merab. So he persuaded his household servants to handle the matter for him.
They were to