


Learning about the nation of Israel begins with the 1917 Balfour
Declaration, the San Remo Conference in 1920, and the subsequent
approval of the Mandate for Palestine in 1922.

It is crucial to understand and be able to explain that the Allied powers
of World War I met in San Remo, Italy, in April 1920, and passed a
legally binding international resolution that charged the British
government with implementing the Balfour Declaration and
establishing a national home for the Jewish people in Palestine (which
at that point consisted of modern-day Jordan as well as Israel).

It is for that reason that Chaim Weizmann famously labeled the San
Remo Resolution as, “the most momentous political event in the whole
history of our movement, and it is, perhaps, no exaggeration to say in
the whole history of our people since the Exile.”

Two years later in 1922, the League of Nations — the precursor to the
United Nations — officially ratified the resolution, which is still
binding and applicable today according to the UN’s own charter.
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